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#246 

 
     This past Lent I purposely spent a lot of time on my 

mountain bike going back and forth between our two worship 

cites to celebrate Mass, and to also attend various parish and 

school meetings. In a given day I make at least a half dozen 

trips between St. Joseph and Immaculate Conception churches. 

It has been a helpful way for me to burn off those unwanted 

winter calories in a quick five-minute ride one way. 
 
     When I am on my bike I have time to reflect and mull over 

things; especially at 6:45 AM when I am cruising down a dark 

and silent Wells Street; on my way to morning Mass at 

Immaculate Conception church. Peddling helps you to crank 

out some creative solutions to the challenges you face that day. 

When I am in the saddle I’ll think about the scripture passage 

for that day and put a few thoughts together for a brief weekday 

homily. When coasting on my bike, with the wind at my back, I 

can take my eyes off the road for a moment and enjoy the sights 

and sounds of the big city. When stuck at a red light, I’ll look 

around at the people next to me and wonder where are they 

rushing off to, and what could be going on in their life right 

now? 
 
     My mind wanders when I am in the saddle. It must be the 

endorphins kicking in and the stress sneaking out.  
 
     I’ll think about the silliest things on my bike. One really 

cold day in February I watched a huge German shepherd stroll 

down the street with authority and confidence with its owner. 

The muscular dog stopped when it met a white fluffy French 

poodle that looked like it just stepped out of a fancy pet salon.  
 
     The poodle was dressed in a burgundy turtle-neck sweater 

and was sporting matching rubber booties on its paws. It must 

have just had its nails done, and didn’t want the nails to crack in 

the cold. I laughed to myself when I imagined the German 

shepherd saying to the flamboyant poodle, “You are such a 

sissy. Grow up! You are embarrassing us!” 
 
     One of the deep thoughts I had on my bike during Holy 

Week was how unusual this Lent has been for us. You may 

remember that we entered the season of Lent with the 

distribution of Ashes on February 14
th, which is also recognized 

as St. Valentine’s Day. This caused a moral dilemma for 

couples who wanted to exchange gifts of chocolate. Now, six 

weeks later, we come to church to celebrate the resurrection of  

our Lord realizing that Easter Sunday falls exactly on April 1st, 

which is also perceived as April Fool’s Day.  
 
     Okay, so, is this some type of omen? What is God trying to 

tell us? What is this alignment all about? 
 
     April Fool’s Day is that odd day when folks purposely try to 

catch us off guard. They try hard to make us look foolish by 

tricking us. I guess this is one way to make sure we remain 

humble and not get too full of ourselves. Plus, there are 

probably some added health benefits to being able to laugh at 

ourselves and not take life too seriously.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Maybe the combination of Easter and April Fool’s Day 

simply suggests that God fooled us, big time! The family, 

friends and followers of Jesus certainly saw the cross and 

crucifixion of Jesus as the absolute end to his life and his 

mission. You would be a fool to think that there was more to 

the story after witnessing all that had happened during his 

violent Passion.  
 
     The most cynical of nonbelievers would say that we are 

fools today for coming to church and professing our faith in a 

risen Lord. Those with secular minds and hearts see us as silly 

people today. They can’t comprehend or appreciate the Paschal 

mystery. Could the real April fool’s joke be on them? 
 
     This is where the gift of faith comes in. Without faith, then 

all that we do today doesn’t make sense. Today we celebrate 

the Lord’s resurrection, but we also proudly proclaim that we 

too believe in the power of God’s love that offers us new life. 

We too are transformed by God’s love that is real and present 

every day of our life.  
 
     The “Good News” of Easter is that what happened to Jesus 

also happens to us! Trust and believe in our loving God!  
 

     Remember that Easter is just one day in the year. But every 

day, as followers of Jesus, we are to give witness to Christ in 

our life. Our Easter season itself continues on for 50 days as we 

make our way to Pentecost.

 
 
      (continued on the next page) 
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Thank you for being with us this Easter. Your presence at 

Immaculate Conception and St. Joseph parish is a precious gift 

to our community. How good it is for us to gather and share in 

this Holy Eucharist today! 

 

If the weather gets a little warmer, don’t be surprised if you 

see me zipping up and down Wells Street on my black Vespa 

wearing my vestments. Even though I might look a little 

foolish, I will still gladly proclaim, “Alleluia! HE IS ALIVE!”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Welcome to Our “Family of Families” 
 

As always, we welcome those who are visiting and those who 

are new to our parish. If you frequently attend our services 

please make sure that you register with us so that you will be 

able to receive important information about our parish 

throughout the year. It is also important for families to be 

registered with a parish so that important sacramental 

information can be recorded. The easiest way to register is to 

go to our website, icsjparish.org. 

 

As a sign our hospitality, a “Welcoming Dinner” will be held 

on Thursday, April 19th for those who are new to our parish. It 

will take place at Immaculate Conception Church at 6:00 PM. 

It is a great opportunity for our staff and myself to meet and 

get to know our new families. This also allows us to explain 

what is going on in the life of our parish and the various ways 

our parish tries to reach out to our families. It is a great event. 

Hope you can make it. 
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Bowling Day  Last week, 3rd-grade students took a field trip to Waveland Bowl to perfect their underhand throw and underhand 

strike skills. Leveraging team cooperation the ICSJ bowlers demonstrated great sportsmanship - and, most importantly, had a ton 

of fun! 

Career Day in Art 
8th-grade students were visited by an art director and producer, graphic designer and home builder to learn about the many ways 

their work in the visual arts is preparing them for their futures  
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“Most High, glorious God, enlighten the shadows of my heart, and grant unto me a right faith, a certain hope and perfect 
charity, sense and understanding, Lord, so that I may accomplish Thy holy and true command.” ~St. Francis of Assisi 
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ICSJ Ministry of Care 

 
 Do you know someone in need of prayer? 
 
∙Do you know someone homebound, in a nursing 

home, or hospital who would like a visit and receive 

Holy Communion? 
       
∙Do you know someone who may need a ride to 

mass? 
 
 
If you, or a parishioner you know are in need of these 

services, or if you would like to become a Minister of 

Care, please contact Angela at the parish office  
(312)787-7174 x 8. 

 

 

 

Monday, April 23rd  
(will cover May, June, and July baptisms)  

 
Monday, July 16th  

(will cover August, September, and October 

baptisms) 
 

Monday, October 15th  
(will cover November, December, and January 

baptisms)  
 
 
All Baptismal Classes will meet at Immaculate Conception 

Church's third floor library at 6:00 PM.  

Life Coaching 
 

Mike Traynor is an ICSJ parishioner with nearly 40 years 
of business experience. Mike is offering free decision-
support coaching to members of the ICSJ community.  

 
This coaching is appropriate for anyone facing important 
decision junctures, involving either an educational, job, or 
career direction; or about starting or growing a business 
or a self-employment opportunity. Through informal one 
on one conversation, Mike offers objective, practical, and 
confidential decision input, and suggestions on ways to 
move forward. The objective is to facilitate well-
considered decisions for future directions, with realistic 
implementation steps to get there.  
 
If you would like to discuss accessing this offer, please 
drop Mike an email at metraynor@gmail.com 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjm5fadqv_VAhVoxoMKHYRWCgkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmmcorona.net%2Fbaptismal-preparation%2F&psig=AFQjCNFQU3DLwbIu8Lpgq1jPqAOL17PU9g&ust=1504195271407502
mailto:metraynor@gmail.com
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ICSJ Parish Ministry Schedule 

Sunday 

April 8 

5:00 p.m. 
IC Church 
(Saturday)  

8:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

9:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

11:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

12:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

Celebrant Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady 

Lectors 
(1)S. Ozuk 

(2)D. Flynn 
T. Slavin 

(1)M. denBoer 

(2)M. Madrid 

 

(1)T. Anderson 

(2)L. Karsten 

(1)TBA 

(2)G. Duday 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

(1)K. Elliot 

(2)A. Baranowski 

(3)M. Baranowski 

TBA 
(1)E. Wydeven 

(2)B. Jacobazzi 

(3)L. denBoer 

(1)EJ Karsten 

(2)C. Rehkemper 

(3)J. Hoban/Deacon Vu 

(4)T. Gamble 

 

(1)M. Farrell 

(2)Deacon Vu 

Sacristans Catherine Mayer Tom Slavin Barbara Jacobazzi Steve Moore Maura Farrell 

Greeters/Ushers TBA 
K Thomas-C Davis 

A Holloway-R Stevens 
TBA 

Anna Maria Lewis/

Debra Wilson 
TBA 

ICSJ Parish Mass Intentions 

 

Sunday 

April 1 

7:00 p.m. 
SJ Church 
(Saturday)  

8:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

9:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

11:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

12:30 p.m. 
IC Church 

Celebrant Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski 

Lectors EASTER VIGIL TBA 
(1)M. denBoer 

(2)D. McAlvey 

 

(1)J. Valle 

(2)J. Hoban 

(1)R.Tromater 

(2)G. Duday 

Eucharistic  

Ministers EASTER VIGIL 

 

TBA 

 

(1)M. Wilson 

(2)G. Raclaw 

(3)J. Raclaw 

 

(1)M. Prendergast 

(2)E. Brunsvold 

(3)J. Alvarez 

(4)M. Seibt de Valle 

TBA 

Sacristans EASTER VIGIL TBA Julie Viancourt Toni Gamble  Terry Crisitello 

Greeters/Ushers TBA 
K Thomas-C Davis 

A Holloway-R Stevens 
TBA 

Anna Maria Lewis/

Debra Wilson 
TBA 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
 

Saturday, March 31st: 7:00pm-Easter Vigil Tony Apollaro 

Sunday, April 1st: 8:00am–Easter Sunday Mike Schiml 

Sunday,  April 1st: 11:00am –Easter Sunday Mike Schiml 

Wednesday, April 4th: 8:00am – Jessica Barker      

Sunday, April 8th: 8:00am–Maureen VanSwol 

Sunday, April 8th: 11:00am-Our ICSJ Parishioners 

 
Intentions are available for the deceased or those who are ill.  

Visit www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions  

or call the Parish Office to reserve a date.  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 

 

Sunday, April 1st: 9:30am-Angelina Lopardo 

Sunday, April 1st: 12:30pm– Kathryn Cunningham 

Monday, April 2nd: 7:00am-Dawn Rish 

Tuesday, April 3rd: 7:00am-Doug Ashworth 

Thursday, April 5th: 7:00am-Matt McKee 

Friday, April 6th: 7:00am-Kathryn Mary Cunningham//Mary Therese 

Cunningham 

Saturday, April 7th: 7:30am-Tim Nenning 

Saturday, April 7th: 5:00pm-Tony Apollaro//Josephine Grekowicz 

Saturday, April 7th: 9:30am-Our ICSJ Parisioners 

Sunday, April 8th: 12:30pm– Steve Rish 

 




