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#160 

• Lord Have Mercy On Your People!

I have been impressed by Pope Francis’ ability to make 

strong statements; not just by his words but at other times by 

his symbolic actions. He has not been afraid to speak his mind, 

or proclaim the gospel message. He has challenged his closest 

peers in the Vatican who have climbed their way to high places 

in office to be humble servants of the Lord. He has gone before 

the leaders of powerful governments and asked them to love 

one another and foster peace in the world. He has embraced 

those who you think would never have an opportunity to be in 

the presence of such a holy man-the sick, the poor, prisoners 

and refugees. In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has 

modeled for us through his words and actions the corporal and 

spiritual works of mercy. 

The Wall Street Journal captured one of the pope’s 

recent pilgrimages that uniquely reflects his proclamation of 

mercy. Francis Rocca who covered the story (July 29, 2016) 

writes “Pope Francis visited the notorious Nazi concentration 

camp in Auschwitz where Adolf Hitler’s forces killed about 1.5 

million people including 1.1 million Jews and 140,000 Polish 

Christians. Pope Francis is the third consecutive pontiff to 

make the visit. 

The pope walked through the camp’s entrance gate, 

passing under the arch bearing the infamous phrase, ‘Arbeit 

macht frei,’ German for “Work sets you free.” 

He then went to the spot in the camp where St. Maximilian 

Kolbe, a Franciscan priest, volunteered on July 29, 1941 to die 

in place of a condemned prisoner. Pope Francis sat alone for 

nearly 15 minutes in silent prayer and then walked to observe 

the gallows where the prisoners were hanged and a courtyard 

where the inmates were shot. 

There, he met a group of Holocaust survivors, one of 

them more than 100 years old. He was visibly moved, stopped 

to kiss them and give each of them a rosary. 

The pope then visited Birkenau, also known as 

Auschwitz II, the largest section of the death-complex. There 

before a group of about 1,000 guests, he prayed before a 

monument with inscriptions in 23 languages commemorating 

the nationalities of victims. 

As he prayed, the chief rabbi of Poland chanted in Hebrew 

the 130th psalm, which begins: ‘Out of the depths I cry to you, 

Lord,’ followed by another chant to commemorate the dead. 

The pope afterward met two dozen ‘righteous gentiles,’ non-

Jews who had helped protect Jews from the Nazis. 

    Before leaving Auschwitz, the Argentina –born pope 

signed the book of honor. He wrote in Spanish, ‘Lord have  

mercy on your people! Lord, forgive for so much cruelty.’ 

Pope Francis ended the day by presiding over a devotional 

service with hundreds of thousands of young people in 

Krakow’s Blonia park. He urged the congregation to imitate 

Christ by caring for society’s weakest and most vulnerable 

members, including migrants and refugees – a sensitive point 

in Poland, where the center—right government opposes the 

welcoming policy of neighboring Germany towards migrants. 

“Tonight Jesus, and we with him, embrace with particular 

love our brothers and sisters from Syria who have fled from 

the war,’ said the pope, who has made advocacy for migrants a 

signature theme of his pontificate. 

• More Mercy

     This month we will celebrate the feast of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe on August 14th. His story is a powerful one of sacrifice, 

generosity and 

perseverance. I 

would like to share 

with you other 

scenes from his life 

where he 

beautifully 

embraced the 

corporal works of 

mercy.  

Once the 

WWII invasion of 

Poland began by 

Germany, he was 

one of the only 

friars to remain in 

his monastery.  He 

opened a temporary 

hospital to aid those in need and provided shelter for refugees 

– including hiding 2,000 Jews from German persecution. On

February 17, 1941 the monastery was forcibly closed; and he

was arrested by the German Gestapo. Three months later, he

was transferred to Auschwitz as prisoner #16670.
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Sunday, August 7, 2016 

“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpect-

edly. As someone who has been there, I encourage you to 

support your friend in her new journey of being a mother. … 

Your support might be the only support she receives.” 

 — “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Ex-

pecting” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  

Continuing to act as a priest, he was subjected to 

violent harassment, including beatings. At the end of July, 

1941 a prisoner disappeared from the camp, prompting the 

deputy camp commander to pick 10 men to be starved to death 

in an underground bunker to deter further escape attempts. 

When one of the selected men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, cried 

out “My wife!  My children!”, Maximillian Kolbe volunteered 

to take his place.  

According to an eyewitness, Fr. Kolbe not only 

suffered with his fellow prisoners, but he ministered to them, 

especially in leading the prisoners in prayer to Our Lady. After 

two weeks of dehydration and starvation, only four remained 

alive, and only Fr. Kolbe remained conscious. The guards 

wanted the bunker emptied, so they gave Fr. Kolbe a lethal 

injection of carbolic acid.  He died on August 14, 1941 – he 

was only 47 years old.   

Franciszek Gajowniczek, the man whose life was 

saved by St. Max’s selfless act, was at the canonization of St. 

Maximillian Kolbe by St. Pope John Paul II in 1982. He is the 

patron saint of prisoners, the pro-life movement, drug addicts, 

and families.   

• The Kolbe House Ministry

Our Sharing Parish, Assumption BVM, is the site for the 

Kolbe House ministry for the Archdiocese of Chicago and 

deals directly with those involved in the criminal justice 

system. Their services include one-to-one visits and pastoral 

counseling. They also provide religious services in correctional 

facilities and reach out through other social services. They 

listen and stand with family members, provide emergency 

services to the incarcerated, their families and other families in 

similar situations.  

If you would like to financially support this ministry you 

can visit their website at kolbehouseministry.org  

Sunday, August 14
th

, 

St. Paul encourages us to “keep our eyes fixed on Jesus”.  

When we focus on Jesus and continue to develop a deeper 

relationship with Him we become transformed.  Let His love 

transform your marriage.   

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are 

October 7-9, 2016 or December 9-11, 2016 both in Elk Grove 

Village, IL   

Early registration is recommended. 

For reservations/information, please call Jim & Kris at 630-

577-0778 or contact us through http://wwme-
chicagoland.org .

http://wwme-chicagoland.org/
http://wwme-chicagoland.org/
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“Prayer is spiritual communication between man and God, a two-way relationship in which man should 

not only talk to God but also listen to Him. Prayer to God is like a child’s conversation with his father. 

It is natural for a child to ask his father for the things he needs.” Billy Graham 

Banns of MarriageKnitWits

We are a group of knitters and crocheters who have been 

getting together for a few years. Our purpose is to make baby 

blankets for an organization called Children’s Place 

(http://www.childrens-place.org). One of their many services 

helps newborns who are brought to this facility if their parent

(s) cannot care for them. The babies either go into the foster

system, or are adopted. In some cases, they do go back to their

birth parent(s).

If you enjoy knitting and/or crocheting and would like to 

make baby blankets, become a KnitWit… We get together at 

St. Joe's about six times a year…Our meetings are from 10am 

to 2pm..   You can come for a half hour, a couple of hours or 

for the entire time…whatever fits your schedule.  Or, you can 

make a blanket at your convenience and drop it off at St. Joe's.   

If you are interested please leave a message for me at St. Joe's - 

or send an email to me -  

sallybee@gmail.com. Thanks for your time.  

Sally Streeter 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM5brp2oXNAhUjE1IKHWF7DmMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fdecorative-line-clipart&bvm=bv.123325700,d.aXo&psig=AFQjCNG4oNTvDURlR-DWIUq5U
mailto:sallybee@gmail.com
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Celiac Disease and Holy Communion: 

A Medical and Spiritual Dilemma

The Catholic Church has historically recognized the 

intimate relationship of wheat hosts and wine as 

matter for the Eucharist. However, if you have Celi-

ac Sprue Disease or a family member is gluten intol-

erant or if you are alcohol intolerant, receiving the 

Eucharist is a serious challenge. 

Low-gluten hosts have been approved by the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Per-

mission was given to use low –gluten matter for 

Communion as long as it contained sufficient matter 

for bread. The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Ado-

ration in Clyde, Missouri developed a true low-

gluten host. The total gluten content is 0.01 percent. 

This low-gluten content is still enough for the bread 

to be valid matter for the Eucharist, and many peo-

ple who are gluten-intolerant are able to consume it 

The manner of accommodating lay-persons with 

gluten or wine intolerance in a parish setting during 

the Liturgy of the Eucharist is left to the afflicted 

party and the pastor to decide the best way during 

Mass for the afflicted party to safely receive the  

Precious Body or the Precious Blood. If you or a 

member of your family is affected by this circum-

stance, please contact me please contact me at so 

that we can discuss the particulars of your situation. 

– Fr. Larry

312-787-7174    |     pastor@icsjparish.org

Maxwell Paul Kingery 
Baptized Sunday, July 31st  St. Joseph Church 

Parents Sarah & Ryan Kingery 

Pregnant or have a new baby at home? 

 Are you ready to schedule your son or daughter's
2016 baptism? 

Please attend one of our upcoming Baptismal
Prep classes, held quarterly on the 
4th Monday of the month at 6pm at Immacu-
late Conception 3rd floor Parish Office  

September 26th: for baptisms in October, No-
vember and December 

To RSVP for a class please contact Samantha 
Stephens at sstephens@icsjparish.org 

mailto:sstephens@icsjparish.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE96z9kKTOAhWj3YMKHW-PBy8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.holyredeemer.comcastbiz.net%2FSacrament%2520of%2520Baptism.html&psig=AFQjCNGvibtjtX7wgIk7Qq-Hok5nA58SNQ&ust=1
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More Ways to Share With Those in 
Need 

Visits for the Homebound 
The Parish Eucharistic Ministers of Extraordinary Care 
are available to visit and bring the Eucharist to people 
in the area. 

Please assist us to identify persons who would benefit.  
Give a call to the parish office and someone will reach 
out and inquire if the homebound person would like a 
visit.  You are invited to request a visit for yourself or 
someone you know. Contact (312)-944-1230 or (312)
-787-7174

ICSJ Food Pantry 
Please drop off clothing donations:  
SJ drop-off : Monday and Wednesday 9am to 2pm.  
IC drop-off: Tuesday and Thursday 9am to 12pm. 
The Pantry is currently in need of:  

Kitchen Wares
Bathroom Supplies
Bedroom Items
Clothing

Thank you for your support. 

Readings and Observations 
TODAY'S READINGS 
First Reading -- Your ancestors waited in faith and courage for 

God's promised summons (Wisdom 18:6-9). 

Psalm -- Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own 

(Psalm 33). 

Second Reading -- Because of his faithful obedience to God's 

call, Abraham's descendants number as the stars (Hebrews 11:1

-2, 8-19 [1-2, 8-12]).

Gospel -- Keep watch and be prepared, for you do not know the

day or the hour when the Son of Man will appear (Luke 12:32-

48 [35-40]).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; Mt 17:22-27 

Tuesday: Ez 2:8 -- 3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103,  

111, 131; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 

Wednesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 

Thursday: Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-59, 61-62: Mt 18:21 -- 19:1 

Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Mt 

19:3-12 

Saturday: Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 19:13

-15

Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2-4, 18; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-

53

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: St. Dominic 

Tuesday: St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) 

Wednesday: St. Lawrence 

Thursday: St. Clare 

Friday: St. Jane Frances de Chantal 

Saturday: Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus; Blessed Virgin Mary 
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Sunday 

August 7 

5:00 p.m. 
IC Church 
(Saturday) 

8:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

9:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

11:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

12:30 p.m. 
IC Church 

Celebrant Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski 

Lectors 1)S. Ozuk

(2)R. Tromater

(1)T. Slavin (1)J. Viancourt

(2)J. Kennedy

(1)D. Stolze

(2)E. Brunsvold

(1)A. Salamone

(2)MA Trauscht

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

(1)S. Ozuk

(2)M. Wilson

(3)A. Fielek

(1)T. Slavin
B. Jacobazzi

(1)C. Rehkemper

(2)M. Prendergast

(3)EJ Karsten

Sacristans Amy Fielek B. Jacobazzi Kim Morton 

Greeters/Ushers AM Lewis 

Sunday 

August 14 

5:00 p.m. 
IC Church 
(Saturday) 

8:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

9:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

11:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

12:30 p.m. 
IC Church 

Celebrant Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady 

Lectors (1)A. Fielek

(2)L. Nora
F. Truska (1)J. Viancourt

(2)J. Kennedy

(1)J. Sender

(2)A. Cirillo

(1)M. Snider

(2)A. Salamone

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

(1)M. Wilson

(2)V. Connolly

(3)I. Connolly

R. Truska
T. Viancourt

(1)EJ Karsten

(2)T. Gamble

(3)K. Crowley

(1)M. Snider

(2)MA Trauscht

Sacristans Amy Fielek Julie Viancourt Kim Morton 

Greeters/Ushers AM Lewis 

ICSJ Parish Ministry Schedule 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

Sunday, August 7th: 8:00am – Kathryn O’Neill 

Sunday, August 7th: 11:00am – George Rafael 

Monday, August 8th: 8:00am – Aldo Clemente Fortino 

Wednesday, August 10th: 8:00am – Theresa Burci 

Friday, August 12th: 8:00am – Teresina Ruffolo 

Sunday, August 14th: 8:00am – Peppina Ruffolo 

Sunday, August 14th: 11:00am – Our ICSJ Parishioners 

ICSJ Parish Mass Intentions 

Intentions are available for the deceased or those who are ill. Visit www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions or call the Parish Office to reserve a date. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 

Saturday, August 6th: 7:30am – Greg Lewis 

Saturday, August 6th: 5:00pm – Karl Madda// 

Michael J. Studney 

Sunday, August 7th: 9:30am – Lola Andujar 

Sunday, August 7th: 12:30pm – Jeanette Mattingly 

Tuesday, August 9th: 7:00am – Maureen Van Swol 

Thursday, August 11th: 7:00am – Catherine Lyng 

Saturday, August 13th: 7:30am – Steve Rish 

Saturday, August 13th: 5:00pm – Tony Apollaro 

Sunday, August 14th: 9:30am – Marie Niedermeier 

Sunday, August 14th: 12:30pm – The Living & Deceased 

Members of the Rae, McDermott & Blankenship Families 


