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• Walking Into Heaven

It was Tuesday afternoon. The elevator bell rang and the

squeaky door slid opened. I exited making my way down to 

my office on the third floor of Immaculate Conception Church 

to sign a stack of checks. Believe me, this is not the highlight 

of the day for any pastor. 

     As I made my way down the long the hallway I heard a 

bunch of tiny giggles coming from one of the offices. As I got 

closer I heard: “I got SpaghettiOs!” “I got Oatmeal!” “Look a 

bag of chocolate bars!” “Wowwwww!” 

     I quietly peaked into the big office and saw a bunch of third 

graders and their teacher sorting and packing the food 

donations for our Thanksgiving deliveries. The room was filled 

wall to wall with boxes, cans, and bags that came in through 

our school and parish over the past couple of weeks. 

     The kids in the room where having a great time pretending 

they were professional baggers at a supermarket. I asked them 

to grab their favorite item so that we could take a picture 

together. 

     Afterwards I thought to myself, this is what heaven is going 

to be like, one big feast! Everyone is happy. We have more 

than what we need. Nobody is in want. Generosity is 

overflowing.  

     Yes, God does surprise us now and then with a glimpse of 

what heaven is going to be like for us. For now, we just have 

to keep our eyes peeled. 

     Thank you to all you who made donations to our recent 

Thanksgiving Food collection. You helped God bring a little 

part of heaven to earth for us. 

• “Being Ready For Christ!”

You will notice that a few things are different today when

you walk into church. Why? Well, it’s Advent! 

     The music and the songs selected have a different style and 

feel to them. Our church that was once decorated with the 

color green to reflect summer and the liturgical season of 

ordinary time, has been flipped over to a blue-ish purple. A 

wreath with four candles is placed near the altar to help trace 

the spiritual journey that we start this Sunday. The scripture 

readings that we hear proclaimed encourage us to be ready, 

prepared, awake and on the watch for what will happen and for 

who is about to come. 

     Our parish theme for this Advent is: “Being Ready For 

Christ!”  

     To say that this is a busy time for folks is truly an under-

statement. Lots of things have to get done before Christmas. 

My guess is that most families shift into overdrive at this time 

of the year. 

     For me, the challenge every Advent provides us to not get 

distracted by all the hoopla and fluff that comes with 

Christmas. I don’t want to sound like an old Scrooge but I 

need to remember what this season is truly about. The mystery 

of the Incarnation can get lost in all the shopping, cooking, gift

-wrapping, and entertaining that take place. Celebrating the

birth of the Christ-child can be lost among the reindeer, ginger

bread houses, snowmen, eggnog shots and jingle bells.

     Advent invites us into a spiritual state of “being.” 

Hopefully our prayer these next four weeks will keep us from 

being frazzled and stressed-out. May our generosity especially 

to the poor and hungry keep us mindful of those who are 

struggling at this time of the year, and put things into 

perspective.    

     May we enjoy all that Advent has to offer. May we “be” in 

peace. May we “be” filled with the joy of knowing that Jesus 

enters into our lives. May we “be” ready for Christ when he 

comes.  

• The Gift of Giving

This is a season filled with gift-giving. We will go far to

find the right gift for the right person. Sometimes we pray that 

it fits; that they like it; and that it doesn't end up as "re-gifting" 

and passed along to the next person.  

   (continued on the next page) 
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     Give yourself a gift this Advent -the gift of prayer. Allow 

yourself the time to not just catch your breath, but reflect and 

rest in the presence of God's love. It can be a great opportunity 

for renewal.  

     Consider attending morning Mass during the weeks of 

Advent. Prayer is a great way to begin your day. The scripture 

readings for this season are filled with lots of hope and a ton of 

promise.  

• The Cardinal is Coming!

     I am happy and excited to announce that Cardinal Blasé 

Cupich will be coming to our parish on Sunday, December 

11th. He will celebrate the 9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate 

Conception Church. After Mass, a breakfast will be served in 

our Parish Hall at Immaculate Conception Church. 

Parishioners will have the opportunity to a “meet and greet” 

with the Cardinal. 

     In order to make sure we have enough food, it is very 

important that parishioners RSVP for the breakfast so that we 

can have an accurate headcount. Please call Clair Martin at 

312-787-7174 to reserve your spot at the reception.

     There are many good reasons as to why we are honored to 

have Cardinal Cupich come to Immaculate Conception and St. 

Joseph Parish. Even though he lives and works so close to our 

parish, this will be his first visit to our parish. Secondly, we 

celebrate his recent appointment to the College of Cardinals by 

Pope Francis. The Cardinal has also been instrumental and 

supportive in the combination of our two parish communities 

into one community of faith. Plus, in our recent Jubilee Year 

of Mercy, he has shown an extreme act of mercy by helping to 

relieve the majority of our $12 million debt to the Archdiocese 

of Chicago. Our To Teach Who Christ Is capital campaign has 

been very successful largely due to the fact the Archdiocese 

will match $11 to every $1 dollar that we raise in the capital 

campaign.  

Come and let us pray and give thanks for the many ways that 

Cardinal Cupich has blessed our parish.  

PreK4 students lead a Prayer Service for North Park 
students 
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THE ICSJ FOOD PANTRY 
HAS A NEW HOME!! 

We are pleased to announce our food pantry was able to relocate two blocks down the street to Union 
Missionary Baptist Church at 940 N. Orleans. We are grateful the church has graciously provided space in its 
downstairs gathering center and look forward to a long hospitable partnerships as we serve neighborhood 
residents in need. Unfortunately, the new space does not permit the distribution of clothes or household good 
so we will no longer be accepting donation of clothes or household  goods.  We are in need for non-
perishable food items. Specific needs: 

Cold Cereal  Peanut Butter Jelly/Jam Hot Cereal (e.g. oatmeal, cream of wheat)  

Canned Meat  Soup    Crackers        Canned Pasta (e.g., spaghetti/ravioli)      Juice boxes  

Popcorn Breakfast/nutrition bars         Instant Potatoes       Pancake Mix   Rice  

Nonperishable meals (e.g., Hormel/Hamburger Helper) 

Boxes will be placed in the entrances of Immaculate Conception and St. Joseph Churches for you to easily drop 
off food when you attend weekly mass. You may also drop it off at Parish office at either church. THANK YOU 
SO MUCH!!! Your donations will be greatly appreciated.        
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“How to pray?  This is a simple matter.  I would say: Pray any way you 

like, so long as you do pray.” (Pope John Paul II) 

2016 CHRISTMAS GIVING PROGRAM 

The kickoff of 2016 Christmas Giving Program starts this weekend. We will again be reaching out to provide Christmas 
gifts to families in our sharing parish, Assumption Church BVM as well as senior citizens who frequent our Food Panty and 
residents of Flannery Apartments, a CHA Building for seniors and disable individuals. Christmas trees bearing ornaments 
with the names of family member and senior citizens written on them can be found in the back of Immaculate Conception 
and St. Joseph churches.  

If you are interested in participating in this program, please take a tag from the tree and on the gift register next to the 
Christmas tree, provide your name and contact information next to the name of person shown on the tag you have selected 
so have a record of who will be purchasing a gift for the person. You will note that on the ornament/gift tag, a few gift ide-
as are provided. You are not obligated to purchase all of the gifts. These are just suggested ideas. 

Once you have purchased your gift, it should be returned to the IC Parish office clearly marked with the name and family 
or senior number shown on the ornament/gift tag you selected.  

All gifts should be returned by Sunday, December 11, 2016 to allow time for distribution.  
Full details about this program can be found on the fliers next to the Christmas tree. We appreciate your generous support 

of this program.     
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Banns of Marriage

     Another meeting will be held on Wednesday 

evening, December 7th, to continue the formation 

process for the renewal of the SPRED ministry at ICSJ.  

The search goes on for at least 4 more volunteers to 

form a welcoming community for adult persons with 

developmental and cognitive disabilities.  SPRED 

provides a respectful and appropriate format for on-
going faith development.   

Please join us for our next meeting and consider 

being a partner to one of our adult Friends with special 

needs.  It is a simple approach that enriches the faith 

life of all involved.  Find out more about this most 

delightful and rewarding opportunity.   For further 

information call or e-mail Julia Hess 773-539-3634   

jchqofa3@gmail.com.   
Visit our websites:  www.spred-chicago.org  and 

www.queenofangelsspred.org  

The 1st - 3rd grade musical theater students performed 

their fall musical, Jungle Book Kids  

5th Grade field trip to the Field Museum 

7th Grade Girl Scout Cadettes raised almost $300 to support 

Dig Deep / Navajo Nation. Find out more 

at navajowaterproject.org. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM5brp2oXNAhUjE1IKHWF7DmMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fdecorative-line-clipart&bvm=bv.123325700,d.aXo&psig=AFQjCNG4oNTvDURlR-DWIUq5U
mailto:jchqofa3@gmail.com
http://www.spred-chicago.org
http://www.queenofangelsspred.org
http://navajowaterproject.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJnaCN-rPQAhXk54MKHcg3D8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifenews.com%2F2015%2F02%2F27%2Fpro-life-groups-re-launch-girl-scout-cookie-boycott-after-group-honors-pro-ab
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ICSJ Parish Ministry Schedule 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
 

Sunday, November 27th: 8:00am – Our ICSJ Parishioners// 

  Maureen & Bill Schmit  

Sunday, November 27th: 11:00am – Frances Cieslak 

Monday, November 28th: 8:00am –Antonietta Ruffolo 

Wednesday, November 30th: 8:00am – Ray Rudis// 

Mildred Fendrych 

Friday, December 2nd: 8:00am – Alena Maria Pastore 

Sunday, December 4th: 8:00am – Fr. Paul Sisul  
Sunday, December 4th: 11:00am – Earl Moore   

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 
 

Saturday, November 26th: 7:30am – Pat & Clifford Barker 

Saturday, November 26th: 5:00pm–   The Living & Deceased 

    Members of the John Valerio Family 

Sunday, November 27th: 9:30am – John Walsh 
Sunday, November 27th: 12:30pm –  Mike Schiml  

Tuesday, November 29th: 7:00am – Therese Rae  

Thursday, December 1st: 7:00am – Our ICSJ Parishioners 

Saturday, December 3rd: 7:30am – The Ette Family   

Saturday, December 3rd: 5:00pm –Tony Apollaro  

Sunday, December 4th: 9:30am – Natalie Fowler  

Sunday, December 4th: 12:30pm – Our ICSJ Parishioners  

ICSJ Parish Mass Intentions 

Intentions are available for the deceased or those who are ill. Visit www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions or call the Parish Office to reserve a date.  

Sunday 

November 27 

5:00 p.m. 
IC Church 

(Saturday) 

8:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

9:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

11:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

12:30 p.m. 
IC Church 

Celebrant Fr. Larry McBrady 
Fr. Larry 

Lisowski 
Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady 

Lectors (1)L. Nora 

(2)V. Sullivan 

(1)T. Slavin 

(2)J. Riedle 
(1)J. Kennedy 

(2)R. Tromater 

(1)K. Larsen 

(2)B. Rickey 

(1)MA Trauscht 

(2)A. Salamone 

 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

(1)V. Sullivan 

(2)M. Baranoowski 

(3)A. Baranowski 

(1)T. Slavin 

(2)J. Riedle 

 

(1)E. Wydeven 

(2)D. Miles 

 

(1)EJ Karsten 

(2)N. Wilkie 

(3)Deacon Jin 

(1)M. Hennessy 

(2)MA Trauscht 

 

Sacristans  The Baranowski’s Tom Slavin 
George & Donna 

Miles 

Evelyn-Holmes 

James 
 

Greeters/Ushers    
Gamble/Lewis 

 
 

Sunday 

December 4 

5:00 p.m. 
IC Church 

(Saturday) 

8:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

9:30 a.m. 
IC Church 

11:00 a.m. 
SJ Church 

12:30 p.m. 
IC Church 

Celebrant Fr. Bill O’Shea Fr. Larry McBrady Fr. Larry Lisowski Fr. Larry McBrady  Fr. Larry Lisowski 

Lectors S. Ozuk 

 

J. Riedle 

 
M. Hale 

 

(1)E. Brunsvold 

(2)T. Anderson 

 

A. Salamone 

 

 

 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

(1)J. Dadjewska 

(2)Deacon Jin 

(3)S. Ozuk 

 

 

J. Riedle 

 

(1)B. Jacobazzi 

(2)K. Morton 

(1)C. Rehkemper 

(2)T. Gamble 

(3)EJ Karsten 

(1)K. Morrissey 

(2)K. Morton 

 

Sacristans Mayer Family  B. Jacobazzi Steve Moore R. Tromater 

Greeters/Ushers  TBA  Anna Marie Lewis  




