
Parish Transformation Week 6 - Oct. 14 

Parish Survey Results 
- 167 total participants 
- Specific percentages and breakdown by question were handed out and 
reviewed in a packet
- Looking for common themes/ thinks to consider amongst the answers 
moving forward with our 
 various sub committees and future planning 
- 33% of parishioners identify with IC, 25% with SJ, and 42% with both 
- Overall positive responses with 'agree' and 'strongly agree' 
- Many answers represent what we have talked about and identified about as 
a committee 
- Strong desire for "wanting more service in the Chicagoland area" 
- Overwhelming amount of 'maybe' or 'no' responses for Q. 5: " Please indicate 
the likelihood you 
 would participate" 
 - Again, looking for leadership to possibly get more people involved?
 - Should we even consider if people 'want' to do these things? Is it worth 
our resources, time, 
 and energy? 
- Most people would want to participate in a parish activities during weeknights 
and after mass 
- More virtual options for involvement to complement busy lives and prior 
commitments?
- 71% of survey takers hold a high priority in coming to Sunday mass
- Need for people to understand how to include the parish in one's will 
 - possible rep. for the arch to come in for a presentation? 
- Parish does a good job helping us grow closer to God through homilies, 
music, etc. 
- Looking for more spiritual reflection opportunities 
- Parish is mostly advertised by word of mouth, the school, or neighborhood 
presence/ living in the 
 area
- 61% of the survey takers do not have children under 18 in their homes 
- 60% of survey takers attend mass every week 
- 82% of the survey takers want to receive communication through email but 
like the bulletin as a 
 foundational piece of going to mass. 'Communication' is identified by 
event, alerts, etc.  
- Overall take away from the survey is that people's spiritual needs are being 
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met but are looking 
 for more opportunities to be involved, especially those in need and 
working in the community. 
- Largely about personal experience and participating on our individual levels 
versus being 
 involved with small groups and being involved with others like prayer 
groups, Bible study, 
 hand shakes, etc. 

Addressing the "Elephant in the Room" 
- The idea of "I am not going to cross Division Street", it is either one or the 
other as far as parishes 
- St. Joe's has gotten a 'safer' feel, ability to park, the school
 - All have contributed to people wanting to go back and forth, but there is 
still hesitation
- Demographics are changing
- Growing area that possibly will produce a lot of opportunity for SJ
- Newer parishioners are not aware of the divide, seen as one community 
instead
- Possible confusion with registering, do I register at IC or SJ? Should it 
matter?
- Should we separate the cash flow? What are the benefit? What are the 
challenges?
 - What is the cost to separate the two parishes? Can get costly to 
separate the two
- Common identity but what is preventing us being financial efficient and 
together?
- Issues with IC paying fully for some expenses and SJ not, within the general 
population
- Do we need to dive deeper into some of the survey questions to get to the 
root of some of our 
 deficits/problems
- People want to know WHERE their funds are going, may be contributing to 
misconceptions or 
 confusion among parishioners, hesitations with donations
- SJ is in the black, IC is in the red, together they're both in the red bottomline 
with a large debt
 - non-sustainable no matter how you look at it
- Looking at the artificial constraints that are holding us back from moving 
forward and developing 
 our building blocks for the future
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- If we combine, will SJ trump the 'little, smaller' IC church? A disconcerting 
fear to some

Next Steps
- Finance committee should consider looking into where our money goes and 
a plausible amount 
 for families to give each week when attending mass, e-giving, etc.
- Keep viewing ourselves as one parish unit
- Awareness and clarity about our finances
- Address misconceptions (school, money distribution, etc.)
- Personal reflection on do we really FEEL we are one community, sensitivity 
to current issues
- Cultivate donations/ stewardship
- Continue to be constructive 
- Consideration for how we do outreach in our community, especially by SJ
- Thinking about communio and what will bring us together as ONE, top to 
bottom
- Eliminate the separate identify 
 - registration, messages in bulletin, parish website (not parishes, we are a 
single parish)
- Attacking our 19 million dollar debt in manageable chunks, not to discourage 
donations and 
 parishioners
- Identifying our building blocks for the mission narrative
 - Communio (with consideration of prayer and worship since it is our 
common goal)
 - Missionary Spirit
 - Stewardship
- Subcommittees
 - Mission
 - Education/School
 - Stewardship
** Steering committee will be divided among the groups equally
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