
4.) Count Your Blessings and Give Thanks  
You can’t mess up prayer if you start with a grateful 
heart. This has been a long- me remedy proven by many 
of our holy saints. There is o en a sense of humility that 
comes when we give thanks and take the me to show 
our apprecia on to others.  

We quickly learn that it is much be er to live with the 
awareness of all that we have, rather than always  
agonizing on what we don’t have in life. If your heart is 
longing for peace, give thanks. 

As we approach the feast of Thanksgiving, I took some 
me this week to create a simple litany of what I am 

grateful for in my life and in my ministry.  

Thank You Jesus … for all the people that walk through 
our church doors every week and who have made our 
parish their “spiritual home.” I feel blessed whenever we 
gather around the altar of the Lord, and I carry with me a 
deep sense that we are a “Family of Families.”  

Thank You Jesus … for those who are commi ed to  
helping the poor right here in our neighborhood. We are 
blessed by their works corporal works of mercy and  
compassion. They show us how to be the face of Jesus to 
others. They help us to see and respect those who o en 
become “the invisible” part of our society. 

Thank You Jesus… for allowing me to work with a  
talented staff that truly believes in the mission of Jesus. 
Their hard work, day a er day, and week a er week, 
makes our parish vibrant, and far from boring. 
I would be lost without them.  

Thank You Jesus … for what I would call the “silent saints” 
of our parish who, in their own way, give witness to Christ 
without any need for recogni on or fanfare. I am grateful 
for the folks that come to Mass during the week; and ours 
teachers in our classrooms; our wedding sacristans who 
are able to calm down a nervous pale-faced groom on his  
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CAN’T PRAY? 
WELL… TRY THIS. 

Let’s be honest, some mes praying is not easy, and for 
many reasons. We may just not feel like praying. Or we 
can’t seem to get focused. Some mes we are too  
distracted. We might be feeling disappointed, hurt, 
sleepy, busy or we have 1,000 other things that make us 
not want to pray. Some mes, we try really hard but we 
just can’t find the right words.  

Spiritual directors have recommended a few simple ideas 
to help folks get out of their spiritual rut.  

1.) Pray Anyway 
The first p, is to just pray anyway, even if it is for just 60 
seconds. Even if we can’t make a commitment to pray for 
a specific me, just start. You might be amazed how the 
Holy Spirit will guide you. The first step is to give it a try, 
and see where it goes. 

2.) Choose to Listen  
Remember prayer is a conversa on with God. Some mes 
it is your turn to talk, and some mes it is your turn to  
listen. Allow God to speak to you.  

On many silent retreats that I have taken, by the third 
day, I have heard God say, “Will you please shut-up!” I 
needed to stop and listen.  

3.) Pray For Someone Else  
There is always someone who needs our prayers.  
Remember your loved ones and friends. So many people 
today are in need of healing. They long for God to show 
up in their life in the way that only God can. Praying for 
others naturally helps us to remember how valuable and 
meaningful prayer can be.  
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wedding day; and Ray our “Sunday Catholic Uber” driver 
who shu les a van full of holy ladies to church; and our 
choir when they sing a medita on song a er communion 
that melts your heart; or a Knight of Columbus who 
stands in our parking lot collec ng food dona ons on a 
Saturday morning; our bereavement ministers who  
comforts a family in their me of loss; or one of our 
maintenance guys who willingly cleans-up a er an altar 
server who got sick a er hearing one of Fr. McBrady’s 
Sunday homilies, and then hurled their breakfast across 
the sanctuary.  
 
If you want to know how to get to heaven, just follow in 
the footsteps of these “silent saints.” I iden fied just a 
few in our parish, but there are many, many more on the 
list. We are blessed because they are all around us every 
day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope you can join us for our Mass on Thanksgiving that 
will take place at 9:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church. 
 
My life-long dream has always been that on Thanksgiving 
Day, there would be “standing room only” in the church. 
What a great opportunity to let God know all the  
blessings we have received in our life, especially within 
the last year.  
 
If you are in town for Thanksgiving, I hope you can join us 
for Mass. I guarantee that you will be home by  
10:00 a.m.!!! 
 
Enjoy Thanksgiving, wherever you may be, and remember 
to give thanks.  
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Archibald Jay 
Baptized Saturday, November 11th 

Connor Blankenship & Elizabeth Horan 

William Grant Janowiak 
Baptized Saturday, November 11th 

Mark Janowiak & Mallory Malaney  
and big brother Charlie 

Teddy Bartlett  
Baptized Saturday, November 11th 

Chris Bartlett, Katie Bartlett & Michael Wolson  

Christian Michael Brouder  
Baptized Saturday, November 11th 

Michael & Suzanne Brouder  
and older brothers Nate and Jack 

Ryan Saines  
Baptized Wednesday, November 8th 

Kathy Wong Saines and Richard Saines,  
Godfather Ricard Ramos  
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https://www.icsjparish.org/second-collections
https://www.icsjparish.org/second-collections
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https://pvm.archchicago.org/human-dignity-solidarity/catholic-campaign-for-human-development
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https://www.icsjparish.org/christmaschoir-signup
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Two Volunteer Needs 
We have two volunteer needs that have recently been brought to us.  The first is for our sharing parish, Mother of the 
Americas.  They are looking for an individual who could provide consul ng to them on future financial planning and 
projec on.  The second is for one of our refugee families.  This family has an 11 year old son with special needs and a 
two year old daughter; the family needs an advocate who will help work with them to find a school-type se ng for 
each of the children for the coming school year 24-25.  They would also like help finding affordable housing for  
families with special needs children.  If you think you could be one of these volunteers, please get in touch with me 
asap!  aklazura@icsjparish.org 

 

Giving Tree:  November 18th - December 10th 
It’s that me of year again!  Our parish and school will be making Christmas merry and bright for so many families and 
individuals through our Giving Tree program.  While all of the details can be found on the flyer in this bulle n, I  
wanted to remind you of the basics.  The program kicks off on 11/18 and runs un l 12/10; all gi s are due back by the 
10th!  We are u lizing an online sign up system for gi s. Tags will be on trees in both churches, but do not have gi s 
listed on them. Rather, each tag has the link and QR code (you can find this on the flyer), and by following either you 
are able to review the op ons and sign up for the gi (s) you'd like to give. Therefore, it is not necessary to have a tag 
to give a gi ; simply sign up online!  If you are someone who doesn’t have a computer or isn’t comfortable using one, 
please allow me to help you sign up!  We are working to have individuals following the Masses in the back of the 
church to help you sign up but can’t guarantee someone will be able to be at every Mass.  Therefore, if you are  
struggling to sign up but want to par cipate, please email or call me and I will be more than happy to help you. 
 

Meal for Migrants Round 2! 
In October our church prepared and assembled a meal for the migrants staying at the 18th District Police Sta on and 
we are now all set for round 2 on Sunday, December 3rd.  This will be a Lincoln Park Old Town Parishes  
collabora on.  Please join this mul -parish effort by signing up using the link on the flyer in this bulle n or online 
at icsjparish.org/migrants. 

 
Opening Your Heart 

A Walking with Purpose  
Women's Scripture Study Group  

meets Tuesday Evenings, 6:30pm-8pm.  
For more details email Ju a at  

jkeenan@icsjparish.org  

 

https://www.icsjparish.org/migrants
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https://www.mealtrain.com/potlucks/417612
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https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/78171654038/false#/invitation
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Decision Coaching Ministry 
 

O en a brief or ongoing conversa on with someone 
new can help to provide perspec ve on making big 

decisions, or on how to approach complex issues. This 
can be par cularly true in char ng new educa on, ca-
reer, re rement, and post re rement direc ons. Pa-

rishioner Mike Traynor offers such free,  
confiden al decision coaching for the  

ICSJ community. 
 

Mike has been a leader and decision maker for many 
businesses and nonprofit organiza ons for over 40 
years. His independent, experienced, and prac cal 

advice helps people make well-considered decisions 
and determine effec ve means to achieve their goals.  

 
Every new decision or direc on offers an opportunity 
to approach our rela onship with God in a new way. 
Mike's approach to coaching is fully mindful of this 

opportunity, and its importance. All decision coaching 
is tailored to comport well with each person's interest 

in deepening their Chris an spiritual life.   
 

Contact Mike at metraynor@gmail.com 

KnitWits  
 
We are a group of kni ers 
and crocheters who have 
been ge ng together for  
several years.  Our purpose is 
to make baby blankets, hats 
and/or 8x8 squares for an 
organiza on called  
Children’s Place www.childrens-place.org.  One of their 
many services helps newborns who are brought to this 
facility if their parent(s) cannot care for them.  The  
babies either go into the foster system, or are adopted.  
In some cases, they do go back to their birth parent(s). 
 
If you enjoy kni ng and/or croche ng (or would like to 
learn), join us!  We get together at St. Joe's once a 
month. Our next KnitWit gathering is  
 

Monday, November 20th 10AM-1PM.  
  

You can come for a half hour, a couple hours or for the 
en re me…whatever fits your schedule.  Or, you can 
make a blanket, a hat or 8x8 squares at your  
convenience and drop off at IC or SJ.  If you have any 
ques ons, please leave a message for me at ICSJ or 
send an email to me, Kathy at kmust1@yahoo.com. 
 

 

Mark your calendar  
with our future dates... 

 
December 18 2023 

January 15 2024 
February 19 2024 

March 18 2024 
April 15 2024 
May 20 2024 
June 17 2024 
July 15 2024 

August 19 2024 
September 16 2024 

October 21 2024 
November 18 2024 
December 16 2024  

ICSJ Women’s Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next book club is scheduled at  

3:30 pm on  
Friday, December 1st  

 
The book selected is  

Small Fry by Lisa Brennan-Jobs.  
 

For more details, please email  
Colleen cm424svdp@gmail.com or  

Martha Martha_60603@yahoo.com  

https://www.childrens-place.org/
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https://www.icsjschool.org
https://www.icsjschool.org
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuni es here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD gi  (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chari es, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribu on. 

 
If you would like more informa on on how to make 
a QCD gi  to Immaculate Concep on and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one- me, weekly, or 
monthly dona on. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their me, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving


 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 14 

Mass Intentions 

week of November 18-24 

 
Saturday, November 18 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the parishioners of the ICSJ parish community 
 
Sunday, November 19 
8am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski:  
Carmen Vespo 
 
Sunday, November 19 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Mark Alles 
 
Sunday, November 19 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Charlie and Frances Salvo 
Modiba Rebecca Rasebotsa 
 
Monday, November 20 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the well-being Richard Greenwood  
 
Wednesday, November 22 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the parishioners of the ICSJ parish community 
 
Thursday, November 23 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Donald Sapienza 
 
Friday, November 24 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Raffaella Pastore 

Julie Reynolds Shaw 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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https://www.icsjparish.org/mission


Staff Directory

Inspired by God’s great love, we are called 
to be the face of Jesus in today’s world, welcoming all

to our Family of Families, and walking as disciples
through our works of compassion and mercy.

Immaculate Conception Church
1431 N. North Park Avenue, Chicago, IL 60610

St. Joseph Church
 1107 N. Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60610

Free parking available in church parking lot; 
street parking also available.

Street parking available; free parking available 
across the street at ICSJ School, 363 W. Hill St.

Our Two Places of Worship

Follow ICSJ Parish on Social Media
@icsjparish@ icsjparish  (Parish) @ i.do.at.icsj  (Weddings)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

9:30 a.m. – Immaculate Conception Church 

11:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

Saturday
5:00 p.m. – Immaculate Conception Church

Monday • Wednesday • Friday
9:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

Mass Schedule

Contact Us

Main Office
1107 N. Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60610 

Main Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (closed Thursday)

North Park Office
1431 N. North Park Ave, Chicago, IL 60610 

North Park Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday 4:00-8:00 p.m., 

Saturday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Parish Office:  312-787-7174  •  Visit Us Online:  www.icsjparish.org

For questions regarding Weddings, Registration, Mass Intentions, Baptisms, Giving, 
volunteering, and other general information, please visit our website or call the Parish Office.

Pastor
Rev. Lawrence Lisowski
pastor@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 5

Senior Priest
Rev. Larry McBrady
312-787-7174

Deacon
Neil Rogers
nrogers@archchicago.org
312-787-7174. ext 6

Business Manager
Nancy Gies
ngies@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 7 

Sacramental Coordinator
Kevin O’Connell
koconnell@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 2

Director of Music
Kate Ryan
kryan@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 9

ICSJ School Co-Principal
Katie Sullivan 
ksullivan@icsjschool.org
312-944-0304, ext. 3 

ICSJ School Co-Principal
Heather Lux 
hlux@icsjschool.org
312-944-0304, ext. 4 

Maintenance Supervisor
Colm Murphy
cmurphy@icsjschool.org
312-787-7174

Parish Coordinator,
Bulletin Editor
Angela Gore
agore@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 1 

Director of Evangelization & Events
Jutta Keenan
jkeenan@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 8 

Assistant to the Pastor
Elly Rodriguez
erodriguez@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 4 

Outreach Ministries Coordinator
Allie Klazura
aklazura@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 3 

Assistant to the Director of Music
Josephine Stracek
jstracek@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174 

Evening/Weekend Receptionist
Sherrine Manning
312-787-7174, ext. 0




