
 

 

hear the classic story of a shepherd who separates the 
“sheep” from the “goats.” The separa ng of the sheep 
from the goats would have been a common and frequent 
task for the shepherds of Jesus’ me. Animals were  
herded together and were separated when it came me 
for the market and for stocktaking.  
 
The gospel message to us is very straight forward. We too 
will face judgement. This is certain. It is a simple  
judgement, not complicated by ques onnaires or an  
extensive survey. Rather, we will be judged by how well 
we opened our heart to the Lord, and how well we loved 
our neighbor.  
 
Our judgement depends on how well we live our lives 
now. Are we on the right side of the line? Do we  
recognize the presence of Jesus when we feed those who 
are hungry, give drink to those who are thirsty, welcome 
the stranger, provide clothing to those who are naked, 
visit those who are sick and in prison? 
 
Our life is to be a life of service. This is what will  
determine whether we stand on the right or le  hand of 
the Lord.  
 
Remember, we will be judged by what we are doing now, 
not on our aspira ons or desires. Now is the me to act. 
Now is the me to put our faith into ac on.  
 
If we embrace these corporal works of mercy now, then 
we will have nothing to worry about when we see  
St. Peter at the gates of heaven. Fear not. Our names will 
hopefully be on his list, and he will say, “Well done. Come 
right in!”  
 

MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH 
 

Are you red of watching the BEARS lose every week?  
 
Let me recommend a good series on NETFLIX en tled, 
“Mysteries Of The Faith.” The documentary series  
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HOW DO YOU REALLY 
GET INTO HEAVEN? 

 
There are probably a hundred of heavenly jokes  
circula ng out there about people mee ng St. Peter at 
the pearly gates a er they died. For some reason he has 
been entrusted with the job of deciding who gets in and 
who does not. To get your name on his clipboard depends 
on how well you lived your life when you were down here 
on earth. Basically, the big ques ons will be: How well did 
you follow Jesus, and what good did you do for others? 
  
Here’s one that you can tell to your family on Christmas 
Eve. 
 
A priest takes a taxi. They drive fast. They crash and die. 
The taxi driver meets St. Peter at the gates of heaven. 
 
St. Peter tells the taxi driver, “Welcome to heaven. Here is 
your golden robe, golden s ck, and your mansion is up 
here on the hill.  
  
The priest meets St. Peter. St. Peter tells him, “Here is a 
set of old cloth robes, a wooden s ck, and your house is 
way down there in the swamp.” 
 
The priest, very dismayed said, “But I dedicated my life to 
the lost and saving of souls. This is what I get?” 
 
St Peter responded with, “Hey listen, while you were 
preaching, everyone was sleeping. But when this guy was 
driving his taxi, boy, did all the prayers start coming in! 
The end.” 
 
The gospel for this Sunday is very sobering because we 
are presented with a scene of the last judgement. We  
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explores the secrets of Chris anity’s most legendary 
treasures from the Crown of Thorns to the iconic Holy 
Grail. The series captures in a beau ful way how these 
cherished relics have inspired millions of people for  
centuries.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The directors of the documentary describe their work this 
way, “Steeped in myth and legend, and credited with  
miracles, these relics have shaped human history. Now 
for the first me, global audiences can witness the hidden 
power and evolving mys que of these sacred objects as 
never before.”  
 
Check it out.  It’s much be er than watching a 4th quarter 
meltdown on a Sunday a ernoon! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/register
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https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/78171654038/false#/invitation
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https://www.icsjparish.org/christmaschoir-signup
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https://www.mealtrain.com/potlucks/417612


 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 6 



 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 7 

ICSJ Women’s Book Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The next book club is scheduled at  

3:30 pm on  
Friday, December 1st  

 
The book selected is  

Small Fry by Lisa Brennan-Jobs.  
 

For more details, please email  
Colleen cm424svdp@gmail.com or  

Martha Martha_60603@yahoo.com  

https://give.archchicago.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20026b?df_id=1860&mfc_pref=T&1860.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=EEDB0A89AFBDCA5D7089315136604839
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https://www.icsjschool.org
https://www.icsjschool.org
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuni es here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD gi  (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chari es, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribu on. 

 
If you would like more informa on on how to make 
a QCD gi  to Immaculate Concep on and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one- me, weekly, or 
monthly dona on. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their me, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of November 25-December 1 

 

Saturday, November 25 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For God’s Blessings on Brian Lisowski 
 
Sunday, November 26 
8am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady:  
For the parishioners of the ICSJ parish  
community 
 
Sunday, November 26 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the well-being of Lynn Ray 
 
Sunday, November 26 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Irma Brown 
 
Monday, November 27 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the well-being of Monica Greenwood 
 
Wednesday, November 29 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the well-being of Joseph Egan 

 
Friday, December 1 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the parishioners of the ICSJ parish community 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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https://www.icsjparish.org/mission


CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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