
SO… TELL ME ABOUT  
YOUR FAITH 

This week I will begin my “ConfirmaƟon Interviews” with 
our students in 8th Grade. They are preparing to receive 
the sacrament on Saturday, March 2nd  from Bishop Bob 
Casey, who serves as the Vicar General for the  
Archdiocese. 

I enjoy these conversaƟons with the kids because it  
allows me to get to know them beƩer, and vice versa. I 
learn what they like to do for fun, what their family is like, 
and what high school they are hoping to aƩend in the Fall 
of this year. I ask them several religious quesƟons like: Of 
the seven giŌs that come with the Holy Spirit, which one 
do you feel you need the most in your life right now? Or, 
what saint did you pick for your ConfirmaƟon name, and 
why? What type of service project did you perform, and 
what did it mean for you to help someone who was in 
need? 

It is amazing the wisdom and insight that these kids have. 
They are open and honest about the need for God in their 
life. They realize that their faith is important to them. 
They admit that they need the Holy Spirit to face some of 
the real challenges in their life. 
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FAST FORWARD 30 YEARS 

Last Sunday, we brought our Christmas season to a close 
with the celebraƟon of the Epiphany of the Lord. We  
marveled at the classic story of the three kings who  
traveled from afar to Bethlehem so that they could pay 
homage to baby Jesus in his home.  

This Sunday, we fast forward some thirty years. Jesus in 
today’s gospel is an adult, who is beginning his public 
ministry.  

As he arrives on the scene, John the BapƟst points his 
disciples to Jesus. They seek him, and aŌer spending Ɵme 
with him, they are convinced that they have found the 
Messiah they have been waiƟng for. 

What is interesƟng to note once they figured this out, is 
their response. Just look at how Andrew responded! He 
went and brought his brother to Jesus.  

How many of us have someone in our lives who doesn’t 
know Jesus? Someone who doesn’t know the joy of 
knowing him, of trusƟng him, of receiving his love, his 
forgiveness, his healing and his mercy? We probably all 
do. We are encouraged not to shy away from inviƟng 
these loved ones to meet Christ. 

Let us rely on the Holy Spirit for help. The Holy Spirit can 
fill us with the courage to speak, and give us the words to 
extend an invitaƟon that just might spark an encounter 
with Christ.  

The truth is that God is calling all of us to be one of the 
means through which he extends his offer of salvaƟon to 
others. Let us ask for the grace to respond like Samuel 
did: “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” From 
there, let us trust that God will take care of the rest!  

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG |  PAGE 1 



 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 2 

Migrant Assistance Updates; Help is Needed! 
 

St. Clement Parish is partnering with Catholic ChariƟes to reopen the Madonna House for migrant women and  
children who have been vicƟms of domesƟc abuse (hƩps://www.clement.org/resources/catholic-chariƟes-madonna-
house).  As an LPOT mission, we are partnering with St. Teresa’s and St. Josaphat’s to provide Wednesday dinners to 
these families, beginning 1/31.  We are looking for volunteers to sign up to make meals at your home and drop off at 
the parish on Wednesday before noon.  We have addiƟonal volunteers who have already completed training to be our 
drivers for meal delivery, so you don’t have to worry about delivering the meal to Madonna House, only geƫng it to 
ICSJ!   (If interested in becoming a driver/drop off volunteer, please email me at aklazura@icsjparish.org)  You can view 
our Meal Train here:  hƩps://www.mealtrain.com/trains/qkdyzr/.  We invite you to sign-up for a date or dates that 
work for you in the coming weeks!  This is a great opportunity to cook with your family, your friends, or maybe even 
your small group.  The Madonna House will house about 20 people; for serving sizes ~15 adults and 5 children to 
begin; serving sizes will likely increase over the coming months.  If you need help with recipe ideas, have quesƟons 
about drop-off at ICSJ, or would like to learn more about other ways to be involved with the Madonna House, please 
contact Allie at the email address listed above. Thank you! 
 

Service Day at our Sharing Parish 
 

Please mark your calendars for a day of service at our sharing parish, Mother of the Americas.  We will be helping  
perform a deep clean of their social center located at 2412 S. Albany on February 17th from 10:30-12:30.  This is a 
great service project for individuals, groups or families.  Hope you can join us! 
 

Kolbe House: Need for Winter Coats in Larger Sizes 
 

Kolbe House is in need of men's winter coats sizes L-5XL to provide for men who are released from jail or prison. You 
can help them on their way to stability. Contact Sandra Botello at sbotello@kolbehouseministry.org. If you'd rather 
send new donaƟons directly to Kolbe House, please see our Amazon wish list.  

Gillian Clare Gundzik 
Baptized Sunday, January 7th 

Mark & Heather Glundzik 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Albert Cammarata 
Baptized Sunday, January 7th 

Matthew Cammarata & Solange-Marie Velazquez 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/28SPI7EQHGXF0/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/qkdyzr/
https://www.clement.org/resources/catholic-charities-madonna-house
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KnitWits  
 
We are a group of kniƩers and crocheters who have been geƫng together for several years.  Our purpose is to 
make baby blankets, hats and/or 8x8 squares for an organizaƟon called Children’s Place www.childrens-place.org.  
One of their many services helps newborns who are brought to this facility if their parent(s) cannot care for them.  
The babies either go into the foster system, or are adopted.  In some cases, they do go back to their birth parent(s). 
 
If you enjoy kniƫng and/or crocheƟng (or would like to learn), join us!  We get together at St. Joe's once a month. 
Our next KnitWit gathering is  
 

DATE CHANGE:  Monday, January 22nd 10AM-1PM 
  

You can come for a half hour, a couple hours or for the enƟre Ɵme…whatever fits your schedule.  Or, you can make 
a blanket, a hat or 8x8 squares at your convenience and drop off at IC or SJ.  If you have any quesƟons, please leave 
a message for me at ICSJ or send an email to me, Kathy at kmust1@yahoo.com. 

 

Mark your calendar  
with our future dates... 

 

DATE CHANGE:  February 12 2024 
March 18 2024 
April 15 2024 
May 20 2024 
June 17 2024 
July 15 2024 

August 19 2024 
September 16 2024 

October 21 2024 
          November 18 2024 
          December 16 2024  

 

https://www.childrens-place.org/
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Get Involved 
Check out all the opportuniƟes here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4.

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

A QCD giŌ (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chariƟes, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribuƟon. 

If you would like more informaƟon on how to make 
a QCD giŌ to Immaculate ConcepƟon and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one-Ɵme, weekly, or 
monthly donaƟon. 

To all our faithful parishioners who give their Ɵme, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of January 13-19 
  

Saturday, January 13 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: For the parishioners of our 
ICSJ parish community 
 
Sunday, January 14 
8am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Shirley Appleget 
 
Sunday, January 14 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with a 
Redemptorist Priest from St. Michael’s  
Parish:  Fr. Joseph Mueller, SJ 
 
Sunday, January 14 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady:  Mark Alles 
 
Monday, January 15 
9am Mass at St. Joseph Fr. Larry Sanders: 
Charles Lopardo 
 
Wednesday, January 17 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:  For the R.C.I.A. Candidates 
and Catechumens 
 
Friday, January 19 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady:  Tim O’Connell, 
Thomas B. Gulan 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebraƟng the Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful giŌ of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a Ɵme to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a parƟcular intenƟon.  
RequesƟng a Mass intenƟon means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrecƟon be applied for a parƟcular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An intenƟon can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of vocaƟons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single intenƟon is aƩached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
intenƟons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass IntenƟon, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No maƩer where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commiƩed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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