
 

 

actually transformed by his message. They understood that he 
spoke the truth, although his message was uncompromising 
and undiluted.  
 
Why were folks so a racted to this strange prophet who pops 
out of the desert? My hunch is that he had the courage to call 
people to a be er life, and that was what they were  
desperately looking for. They wanted to move on from their 
sinfulness to a life of care, compassion, and making the steps to 
forgive others. He helped them to see who they really could be.  
 
What kind of changes do we want to make this Advent? Besides 
preparing for Christmas, Advent is a me to also spiritually step 
outside our busy lives; to take a break from our list of things to 
do, to pause from all our appointments and recognize God’s 
presence right here, right now. 
 
This is a good me to take stock of our lives and see how God is 
calling us to be our best. Can we be more sensi ve to the  
people around us? Can we be mindful and also take the me to 
comfort those we know who are sick, trouble or worried? Can 
we inten onally reach out to those who we know are alone, 
lonely and depressed and bring them an ounce of joy?  
 
It can be difficult hearing and accep ng construc ve cri cism 
from those who care about us. But this can actually be one of 
the best ways that we grow as a child of God. As hard as it may 
seem, the good news is that we can do something about it. 
 
John the Bap st challenges all of us to review our priori es. He 
showed us that we can change and become whole and holy. I  
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Here we are in the middle of Advent. Christmas is just 15 days 
away from this Sunday.  Like clockwork, we meet John the  
Bap st, who arrives on the scene in our Sunday gospel.  
 
Now John the Bap st can be a real irrita ng guy. He probably is 
not high on the list of people’s favorite saints because he 
comes across rough and rugged. He doesn’t hesitate telling 
folks how they need to improve their life. He is kind of like that 
annoying rela ve who enjoys telling you the hard truth— like 
you need to spend less me on the computer, get rid of some 
bad habits, and connect more with your rela ves. If you want 
to know how your life is out of balance, well, John the Bap st 
would be glad tell you.  
 
The interes ng thing is that despite how weird John seemed, 
large numbers of people were a racted to him, and they were  
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guess what made him so annoying and effec ve as a preacher is 
the fact that he was confident that all things were possible with 
God!  

Our complete Christmas Mass schedule is included in today’s 
bulle n, and it is also posted on our parish website. It is my 
hope and prayer that our parish is your “spiritual home” this 
Christmas for you and your family. If you are in town, I truly 
look forward to praying and celebra ng with you. 

As you know, our liturgies are well done. A lot of care and  
prepara on go into them so that they are both beau ful and 
meaningful experiences of prayer. Plus, a real hallmark of our 
community is our welcome and hospitality, especially to those 
who are new to our parish, or to those who are just visi ng us 
on the weekend.  

Perhaps this Christmas there might be someone you can invite 
to come with you to Mass. I bet we all know at least one  
person who has been away from the church, especially since 
the beginning of the pandemic, and they have not returned to 
church.  

Maybe all they need is a simple invita on to come, see and  
celebrate with you this Christmas?  Wouldn’t it be nice to have 
them si ng next to you in the pew when we all sing Silent 
Night? 

Give it a shot! Make a memory! What a great Christmas present 
this would be!  

Katherine Marie Souter 
Baptized Saturday, November 25th 

John & Jacqueline Souter 

Isla Rae Coen 
Baptized Saturday, November 25th 

Matthew & Theresa Coen,  
older sisters Avery and Elise 
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TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY  
 Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11  
 
In our first reading this week, we are invited to share in 
the comfort of our redemption through Christ. There 
is no struggle too big, no pain too deep that Jesus 
cannot carry for us. The joy of this holiday season can 
also bring to light a heartache beneath the surface: 
grieving a loved one, feelings of loneliness and 
isolation, feeling overwhelmed by expectations. Each 
of us carries a personal battle that we do not have to 
face alone. 

 
“COMFORT, GIVE COMFORT TO 

MY PEOPLE”  

Scripture Snippet 

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light." Mt 11: 28-30 

 

In the chaos of this season, whether it’s running 
around to find the perfect gift, traveling from near and 
far to see loved ones, or simply the chaos of our 
spiraling thoughts, find peace knowing that Christ 
desires for you to find rest in Him.  

As we prepare for the birth of Christ in just a few 
short weeks, we celebrate the mark of a new year in 
our Church. Last week, Deacon Neil preached about 
the transformative nature of Advent. He spoke about 
the importance of starting anew with the promise of a  

new year. Perhaps this week we reflect on 
the healing comfort of Jesus presence. 
What burdens can the Lord carry for you 
this season? Let us pray that our hearts 
may find rest in Him this Advent.   
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KnitWits  
 
We are a group of kni ers 
and crocheters who have 
been ge ng together for  
several years.  Our purpose is 
to make baby blankets, hats 
and/or 8x8 squares for an 
organiza on called  
Children’s Place 
www.childrens-place.org.  One of their many services 
helps newborns who are brought to this facility if their 
parent(s) cannot care for them.  The  
babies either go into the foster system, or are adopted.  
In some cases, they do go back to their birth parent(s). 
 
If you enjoy kni ng and/or croche ng (or would like to 
learn), join us!  We get together at St. Joe's once a 
month. Our next KnitWit gathering is  
 

Monday, December  18th 10AM-1PM.  
  

You can come for a half hour, a couple hours or for the 
en re me…whatever fits your schedule.  Or, you can 
make a blanket, a hat or 8x8 squares at your  
convenience and drop off at IC or SJ.  If you have any 
ques ons, please leave a message for me at ICSJ or 
send an email to me, Kathy at kmust1@yahoo.com. 

 

Mark your calendar  
with our future dates... 

 

January 15 2024 
February 19 2024 

March 18 2024 
April 15 2024 
May 20 2024 
June 17 2024 

WARNING - SPAM EMAIL ALERT  
 

Fr. Larry, Fr. McBrady and the parish staff do not solicit individuals for gi  cards or money via email or 
text.  We have had several reports from parishioners receiving spam emails from Fr. Larry.  The emails 
look legi mate with a picture and full signature but they’re not! Please mark them as “Spam” or 
“Phishing.”   

Wisdom, Women & Wine 
Updates 

 
SERVICE PROJECT 
Please join ICSJ’s Wisdom, Women & Wine group 
share Christmas joy by dona ng something from 
the list below to support our neighbors at MADO 
Healthcare. MADO Healthcare partners with  
people who live with mental illness to offer hope 
in recovery and wellness.   
 
We will be assembling 50+ Christmas gi  bags for 
MADO residents. Dona ons can be dropped off at 
IC or SJ in boxes marked MADO by Sunday,  
December 17.   The gi  bags will be assembled on 
Sunday, December 17th from 1:30pm-3:30pm at 
St. Joseph Church. 

 
Suggested Dona ons:  

 Toiletries:  TRAVEL sized shampoo, body 
wash, deodorant, lo on, etc. 

 Individually wrapped snacks or candy 

 Men’s socks 

 Women’s gloves 

 Dollar store treasures 

 
BOOK CLUB 
The next WWW Book Club is on Friday, January 
26th at 3:30pm.  We will be discussing The  
Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James 
McBride.  
 
To RSVP for either of these events or for any  
ques ons, please email  Colleen at 
cm.424.svdp@gmail.com 

https://www.childrens-place.org/
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuni es here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD gi  (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chari es, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribu on. 

 
If you would like more informa on on how to make 
a QCD gi  to Immaculate Concep on and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one- me, weekly, or 
monthly dona on. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their me, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of December 9—15 

 

Saturday, December 9 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:  Robert L. Berner Jr.  
 
Sunday, December 10 
8am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: Meghan Boyle 
 
Sunday, December 10 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with 
Fr. Larry Lisowski:   
In thanksgiving for Gabe and Beth Rodriguez 
on their 29th wedding anniversary 
 
Sunday, December 10 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady:  Robert L. Wojeik 
 
Monday, December 11 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry 
Lisowski:  Fr. Fred Tomzick 
 
Wednesday, December 13 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:   
For the well-being of Lynn Ray 
 
Friday, December 15 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry 
McBrady:  For the well-being of Rich Geoden 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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