
 

 

I said, “No, not really. But… I do argue with my older  
brother.”  (I was glad that I didn’t have to explain the vow of 
celibacy to them.) 
 
The white candles that you see burning in the sanctuary this 
weekend represent the 27 children who just celebrated their 
First Reconcilia on on Saturday. We are so happy and proud of 
them. This is their second “Big Sacrament” in their innocent 
journey of faith. 
 
Rela onships are so important in our life. We learn this at a 
very early age. They have the power to shape and form us. 
They sustain us and give us life. When they break, we lose part 
of ourself un l they get fixed. Our life is just not right un l 
there is healing and forgiveness. Un l forgiveness happens, it is 
very hard to move on.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Advent, consider taking advantage of the  
opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconcilia on.  
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BE NOT AFRAID… 
GOD ALWAYS LOVES YOU 

 
A couple of years ago I met with our 2nd Graders who were 
preparing to celebrate their First Confession. I reassured them 
that there was nothing to be afraid of when it comes to  
confessing your sins because God always loves us and forgives 
us, no ma er what we do. Going to confession is a good thing 
and we should consider it a great opportunity to celebrate.    
 
I reminded the kids of the classic story of the prodigal son who 
is welcomed back home by his father who had been wai ng  for 
his return every day. Once they are reunited, the father throws 
a huge party because his son, who was lost, was now found.  
 
I tried to impress upon the young kids that we all need  
forgiveness in our life. I told them that even Fr. Larry goes to 
confession. They were not surprised.  
 
I then bravely asked, “Okay… well… what kind of sins do you 
think Father Larry has?” 
 
One boy raised his hand and said, “You argue with your wife!” 
 
 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG |  PAGE 1 



VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 2 

Fr. Larry McBrady and I will be available to hear confessions 
next Saturday, December 9th at Immaculate Concep on Church 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon; and from 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Even if it is has been many years since your last
confession, be not afraid. We will help and guide you through it.

Going to confession offers us a wonderful gi  of healing and 
peace that God longs for us to have. It is a great way to relieve 
the heaviness we feel deep in our hearts especially when we 
know we hurt the ones that we love the most. 

You can also schedule an individual confession. Feel free to  
contact me at pastor@icsjparish.org, or Fr. Larry McBrady at 
lmcbrady@yahoo.com to set-up an appointment. 

If you feel awkward coming to Fr. McBrady or myself, our 
neighboring parishes have the following reconcilia on  
schedules. 

Holy Name Cathedral 
(Chicago Avenue and State Street) 

Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon 

St. Michael’s in Old Town 
(1633 N. Cleveland) 

Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. to 8:45a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. 

Saturdays, 4:15 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

IMMACULATE MARY 
YOUR PRAISES WE SING 

On Friday December 8th we will celebrate the feast of the 
Immaculate Concep on of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which is 
recognized as a holy day in which we are expected to a end 
Mass. Masses will be celebrated in our parish as well as our 
neighboring Catholic parishes.  

Holy Name Cathedral at 7:00 a.m. 

St. Michael’s Church in Old Town at 8:00 a.m. 

St. Joseph Church at 9:30 a.m. 
Fr. Larry McBrady 

(also the Children’s Liturgy for ICSJ Students) 

Holy Name Cathedral at 12:00 noon 

Immaculate Concep on Church at 6:00 p.m. 
Recep on A erwards 

Fr. Larry Lisowski 

LOTS TO DO THIS ADVENT  

There will be plenty of opportuni es for prayer, reflec on and 
service as we journey through Advent. Our parish website: 
icsjparish.org will have all the details for the following events. 
Here is a list of some of things coming up. 

Feast of the Immaculate Concep on  
Friday, December 8th  

Advent Morning of Reflec on 
Saturday, December 9th  

Advent Individual Confessions  
Saturday, December 9th  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
at our Sunday 9:30 a.m. Masses 

Christmas Giving Tree Program 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 10th  

Visit to our Sharing Parish,  
(Mother of the Americas) 

for the  
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Tuesday, December 12th  

A REAL GOOD MIX 

At our Thanksgiving Day Mass in the morning, at St. Joseph’s 
church, I no ced something very beau ful. There was a real 
mix of parishioners who came to church. The diverse crowd 
consisted of senior ci zens, young adults, young parents with 
their newborn, school families and visitors from out of town.  

It was great to see those who usually a end Mass at  
Immaculate Concep on feel comfortable and flexible to pray 
in a different pew, in a different church. This is a nice simple 
sign that we are gracefully striving to be a “Family of  
Families.”   



 

 
Sunday 

December 3 
2023  

GOSPEL NEWS 
First Sunday of Advent   Issue #1 

 

Be Watchful! Be Alert!  
Mark 13:33-37 : A call to action  
 
Today, we begin the season of Advent in preparation for Christ’s first coming: 
his birth. Christmastime is a beautiful reminder that Jesus calls each of us 
home to Him. Especially those who have felt lost, abandoned, confused, 
angry… Jesus calls to you. Let Him fill you with the promises of peace, joy and 
love this season. 
 
In our gospel today, Jesus provides the reason we should be alert: we “do not 
know when the time will come.” He explains further that we are not just waiting 
passively for his coming; rather, we have been entrusted with work, God’s 
work, according to each of our abilities. How will we prepare our hearts, using 
our God-given talents, to seek the Lord?  
 
Christ invites us individually to prepare our hearts. In what ways do you feel 
called to answer this call in your own life? What are the talents unique to you, 
that you can use to bring yourself and others closer to faith this season? Spend 
some time in reflection this week (as Fr. McBrady says, “Pause!”) to ask Jesus 
how you are called to prepare your heart for His coming at Christmas.  

 
Jesus calls to you this Christmas season to “lie down in green pastures" (Psalm 23:1). 

 

Singing praise with childlike 
wonder   
Reflections on preparing our hearts and minds this 
advent season 
 
It is no secret that so much of the Christmas 
season brings about nostalgia for sweet holiday 
memories and time spent with loved ones. It is a 
time of year that people of all ages are invited to 
enjoy the childlike things in life: decorating 
cookies, singing Christmas carols, frolicking in the 
snow – insert your favorite merry-making activity 
here. The holiday season allows for a certain level 
of leniency and good cheer; it’s a free pass to 
experience the joys of childhood, even as an adult.  
 
This same childlike joy is exactly the kind of 
mindset that can help prepare our hearts for 
Christ’s birth. Like the child who patiently awaits 
Santa Clause to bring the gifts at the top of their 
wish list, let us humbly bring our deepest desires 
before Christ. The excitement of gift giving and 
gathering during this time can also elicit a desire 
for bigger, better, more. There is pressure to give 
in to the greed and gluttony of this time. It is St. 
Thèrése who reflects that we must do the 
opposite: “For I do not need to grow, on the 
contrary…I must become smaller and smaller.” 
(Saint Thèrése of the Infant Jesus, Paris, 1998, 
244.) Her reflection is a desire to make room for 
Christ. By “making ourselves smaller”, (humbling 
ourselves before God), we allow Him to fill us with 
His great promises. 
 
It may seem as though these two themes are at 
odds with one another, but there is certainly room 
to learn from both. As we lean into our childlike 
wonder and awe of the miracle of Jesus’ birth, let 
us humble ourselves (“becoming small”) in the 
ways that we choose to give and celebrate. How 
can we bring our faith into our own traditions and 
the lives of others this season?  

Shepherds were different from hired keepers who would 
abandon their sheep at the first site of danger. In contrast, 
the shepherd protects and defends the sheep at all 
cost, even risking his life. Jesus is our great shepherd. 
He calls to you, his wondrous masterpiece, his flock.  

Scripture Snippet 

“Truly I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” Mt 18:3  
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Quinn Anderson 
Theodore Bartle  

Marco  Berroya 
Juliet Brusznicki 
Elinor  Brusznicki 
Morgan Coduto 

Erin Courtney 
Nash Franz 

Katherine Goetz 
Andrew Goetz 

Delaney Holtrop 
Ada Iams 

Evelyn Keesee 
Andrew Lindeke 

Macie Lomas  
San no  Lopez 

Angelo Maggioni 
Hunter Mickelson 

John Pensinger 
Avery Perez 
Harper Seals 
Jacob Shim 

Eloise Skawski 
Isabella Speh 

Cole e Tole 
Maria  Tollinche 

David  Vieyra 

Immaculate Conception St Joseph Parish 
First Reconciliation Recipients  

December 2nd, 2023 



CELEBRATE

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
FRIDAY, December 8th
6PM MASS IMMACulate conception church6PM MASS IMMACulate conception church

refreshements & appetizers
afterwards in the joy room
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https://www.icsjparish.org/givingtree
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https://www.icsjparish.org/tunes


 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 10 

KnitWits  
 
We are a group of kni ers 
and crocheters who have 
been ge ng together for  
several years.  Our purpose is 
to make baby blankets, hats 
and/or 8x8 squares for an 
organiza on called  
Children’s Place www.childrens-place.org.  One of their 
many services helps newborns who are brought to this 
facility if their parent(s) cannot care for them.  The  
babies either go into the foster system, or are adopted.  
In some cases, they do go back to their birth parent(s). 
 
If you enjoy kni ng and/or croche ng (or would like to 
learn), join us!  We get together at St. Joe's once a 
month. Our next KnitWit gathering is  
 

Monday, December  18th 10AM-1PM.  
  

You can come for a half hour, a couple hours or for the 
en re me…whatever fits your schedule.  Or, you can 
make a blanket, a hat or 8x8 squares at your  
convenience and drop off at IC or SJ.  If you have any 
ques ons, please leave a message for me at ICSJ or 
send an email to me, Kathy at kmust1@yahoo.com. 

 

Mark your calendar  
with our future dates... 

 

January 15 2024 
February 19 2024 

March 18 2024 
April 15 2024 
May 20 2024 
June 17 2024 
July 15 2024 

August 19 2024 
September 16 2024 

October 21 2024 
November 18 2024 
December 16 2024  

Thank you all for a ending and dona ng to this 
year's fundraiser "Raising Up Our Faith".  Due to 
your generosity we ne ed $35K and only have 
$15K to go for the replacement of the IC church 
doors and renova on of the entryway. 
Click HERE if you would like to help us reach our 
goal. 
 
We are currently finalizing vendor bids  and will 
have a construc on meline in place by early  
January.   
 

 

https://give.archchicago.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20026b?df_id=1860&mfc_pref=T&1860.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=EEDB0A89AFBDCA5D7089315136604839
https://www.icsjparish.org/raise
https://www.childrens-place.org/
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https://www.icsjschool.org
https://www.icsjschool.org
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuni es here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD gi  (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chari es, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribu on. 

 
If you would like more informa on on how to make 
a QCD gi  to Immaculate Concep on and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one- me, weekly, or 
monthly dona on. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their me, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of December 2-8 

 

Saturday, December 2 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Isabella Beatrice Pleyto Feliciano 
 
Sunday, December 3 
8am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski:  
Dennis Heller 
 
Sunday, December 3 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady:  Michael Murphy 
 
Sunday, December 3 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Isabella Beatrice Pleyto Feliciano 
For the well-being of Salema Alli 
 
Monday, December 4 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Barbara Greenwood 
Brigitta Immaculata 
 
Wednesday, December 6 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Mark Alles 
For the well-being of Lis Kasyanto 
 
Friday, December 8 
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
9:30am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the faculty, students and parishioners of our 
ICSJ Parish community 
6pm Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:  Ernie Peterson 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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https://www.icsjparish.org/mission


CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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