
 

 

Let us also pray for those who are currently far from God. 
May they soon come to know the great love that God has 
for them.  
 

A NEW YEAR FOR NEW THINGS 
 
The beginning of a New Year comes with many hopes and 
promises that we make to ourselves. Many of them  
center around the desire to improve our lives, like to eat 
healthier, stop smoking, exercise more or drink less. We 
review our lives and see what changes can be made that 
will help us to be healthier and happier. 
 
The beginning of a New Year is also a great opportunity to 
make some "spiritual resoluƟons." It can be a Ɵme for a 
fresh start to help deepen our faith and relaƟonship with 
God. Some resoluƟons to embrace could be: 
 
• Take a few minutes to read a secƟon of the Bible. 
 
• Join a scripture study group. 
 
• Be more engaged in the parish. Join a parƟcular 
   ministry and share your giŌs and talents. 
 
• ParƟcipate more oŌen at Mass. 
 
• Read a book that will help you beƩer understand 
   our Catholic faith. 
 
• Take more Ɵme for daily prayer and reflecƟon. 
 
• Find a spiritual director. 
 
• Work for peace and jusƟce. 
 
• Perform one of the corporal or spiritual works of 
   mercy each week. 
 
• Help the poor by donaƟng food to our Parish Food 
   Pantry. 
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This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. The 
three kings travel to Bethlehem to honor the Jesus and 
present their giŌs of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The 
Christmas story conƟnues to unfold for us. God has  
revealed himself to all the world. This changes  
everything! 
 
Why is this event so important? Well, because it shows us 
that God’s love is far more expansive than anyone ever 
thought. We begin to see that in Christ, a loving  
relaƟonship with God is open to everyone who comes to 
him, Jew or GenƟle. 
 
This includes you! And our annoying uncle, and the  
criminal on death row, the atheist on the YouTube  
channel, the person on the other end of a markeƟng call, 
and the guy who cuts us off on the highway. 
 
The invitaƟon to come to Jesus extends to everyone. 
Why? Because God desires to draw all people to himself. 
This divine love cannot be contained. No one is excluded 
from it! 
 
Today, let us remember and give thanks to God who loves 
us so extravagantly. God opens his arms wide to welcome 
everyone who believes.  
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• Tutor a child or assist the elderly. 
 
• Join an Alpha Group so that you can share your 
   faith with others. 
 
How might God be calling you to something new this 
year? What dreams does God have for you this year? 
 

A VERY BUSY 2023 
 
Our parish conƟnues to grow in various ways. This is  
certainly reflected in the number of sacraments and rites 
that are performed throughout the year.  Here are the 
totals for 2023. 
 

Bap sms 43 
Weddings 35 

Funerals 7 
 
These are huge spiritual moments for a family. This is 
oŌen their first connecƟon with the church aŌer years of 
being inacƟve or absent. A relaƟonship is oŌen rekindled. 
They naturally embrace our parish as their “spiritual 
home.” 
 
I am proud of how our staff and parishioners go out of 
their way to make sure that these are beauƟful and 
meaningful experiences of Church. Through our  
hospitality, compassion and care, we work hard to make it 
a very posiƟve experience. 
 

ENDLESS GENEROSITY 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Christmas collecƟon has grown to $130,657.  We 
budgeted $125,000. Thank you to all who helped us to 
reach and even surpass our goal.  Our Christmas  
collecƟon consƟtutes a sizeable porƟon of our annual 
budget and helps us to keep “running in the black.” It  
directly funds the ministries of our parish, and allows us 
to do the good things that we do. Thank you for your  
constant financial support. 
 
Note that 53% of our weekly collecƟon is now given  
electronically through our E-Giving program. This is a 
great resource for those who are been unable to aƩend 
Mass in-person, or for those who do a lot of traveling. 
 
To register for our E-Giving program, just go to our parish 
website at: icsjparish.org. 
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KnitWits  
 
We are a group of kniƩers and crocheters who have been geƫng together for several years.  Our purpose is to 
make baby blankets, hats and/or 8x8 squares for an organizaƟon called Children’s Place www.childrens-place.org.  
One of their many services helps newborns who are brought to this facility if their parent(s) cannot care for them.  
The babies either go into the foster system, or are adopted.  In some cases, they do go back to their birth parent(s). 
 
If you enjoy kniƫng and/or crocheƟng (or would like to learn), join us!  We get together at St. Joe's once a month. 
Our next KnitWit gathering is  
 

Monday, January 15th 10AM-1PM.  
  

You can come for a half hour, a couple hours or for the enƟre Ɵme…whatever fits your schedule.  Or, you can make 
a blanket, a hat or 8x8 squares at your convenience and drop off at IC or SJ.  If you have any quesƟons, please leave 
a message for me at ICSJ or send an email to me, Kathy at kmust1@yahoo.com. 

 

Mark your calendar  
with our future dates... 

 

February 19 2024 
March 18 2024 
April 15 2024 
May 20 2024 
June 17 2024 
July 15 2024 

August 19 2024 
September 16 2024 

October 21 2024 
          November 18 2024 
          December 16 2024  

 

https://www.childrens-place.org/
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuniƟes here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD giŌ (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chariƟes, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribuƟon. 

 
If you would like more informaƟon on how to make 
a QCD giŌ to Immaculate ConcepƟon and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one-Ɵme, weekly, or 
monthly donaƟon. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their Ɵme, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of January 6 - 12  
 

Saturday, January 6 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the parishioners of our ICSJ parish  
community 
 
Sunday, January 7 
8am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
William Babcock, Shirley Appleget 
 
Sunday, January 7 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the R.C.I.A. Candidates and Catechumens 
 
Sunday, January 7 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Francesco Salamone 
 
Monday, January 8 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with a Redemptorist 
Priest from St. Michael’s Parish: 
For the parishioners of our ICSJ parish  
community 
 
Wednesday, January 10 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Matt Litak: 
For the R.C.I.A. Candidates and Catechumens 
 
Friday, January 12 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the parishioners of our ICSJ parish  
community 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebraƟng the Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful giŌ of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a Ɵme to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a parƟcular intenƟon.  
RequesƟng a Mass intenƟon means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrecƟon be applied for a parƟcular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An intenƟon can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of vocaƟons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single intenƟon is aƩached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
intenƟons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass IntenƟon, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No maƩer where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commiƩed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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