
Ash Wednesday “Open Houses” 
For those unable to aƩend our Ash Wednesday Mass,  

we will be offering three drop-in 
“open houses” where one of our ministers  

will be distribuƟng ashes at St. Joseph Church. 

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Here are a few reflecƟon quesƟons to help you prepare 
for Lent.  

What is your a tude as you enter Lent this year? 

What do you hope will happen this Lent? 

What would you like to do this Lent to make it more 
meaningful for you and your family? 

What do you need most from Jesus this Lent? 

2-MINUTE HOMIIES
DURING LENT

Our  Sunday homilies during Lent will be very short. Like 
last year, Fr. Larry McBrady, Deacon Neil, Deacon Zach, 
and I will give only 2-minute homilies. Our preaching will 
be brief, simple and to the point. Our “homileƟc  
commercial” will lead us to a handful of reflecƟon  
quesƟons for each parƟcular Sunday that everyone will 
have in their pew. We will have the opportunity to pause 
and prayerfully enjoy a moment of silence at Mass for 
meditaƟon and reflecƟon. With the guidance of the Holy 
Spirt, we will be able to see how the Word of God directly 
applies to our life. 

Continued on the next page 
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GETTING READY FOR  LENT  

We enter the sacred season of Lent this Wednesday,  
February 14th. Ashes will be traced on our foreheads as a 
sign of our willingness to embrace the tradiƟonal  
disciplines of prayer, fasƟng and almsgiving. We  
spiritually center our lives around these acƟons over the 
next forty days. We proudly wear a cross made of ashes 
on our foreheads to remind us that one day we too will 
share in the resurrecƟon of Jesus Christ. 

Ash Wednesday Masses 
Ashes will be distributed during the Mass 

9:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church 
Fr. Larry Lisowski 

10:15 a.m. at St. Joseph Church 
(Includes the students from the Hill St campus) 

Fr. Larry Lisowski 

1:00 p.m. at Immaculate ConcepƟon 
(Includes the students from the North Park campus) 

Fr. Larry Lisowski 
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“LISTEN TO THE LORD, 
LIVE IN GOD’S LIGHT” 

 
Our theme for Lent is, “Listen to the Lord, Live in God’s 
Light.”  Lent gives us the opportunity to listen to God. 
It’s hard to hear God when our life is noisy, restless and 
filled with distracƟons. God will speak to us if we give 
God a chance, if we are willing to listen, if we will be  
quiet. “Be sƟll” the psalmist wrote, “and know that I am 
God.” (Psalm 46:10). 

 
2024 LENTEN LINEUP 

 
Our parish will be offering many opportuniƟes for  
Lenten prayer and service over the next several weeks. 
Here a few suggesƟons. More informaƟon about each 
acƟvity can be found on our parish website:  
icsjparish.org/lentenlineup. 
 

• AƩend Weekday Masses 
 

• Contribute to one of our Lenten Food Drives 
 

• ParƟcipate in our Parish Service Day  
at our Sharing Parish 

 
• Make a meal for a migrant family 

 
• Join us for Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 
• AƩend Fr. McBrady’s “Morning of ReflecƟon” 

 
• Try Alpha 

 
• Become a Liturgical Minister 

 
• Pray with ICSJ’s Prayer ConnecƟon Group 

 
• AƩend ReconciliaƟon 

 
• Reflect daily with “Word on Fire” 

 
• Pray and reflect with Henry Nouwen’s booklet “LiŌed 

Up in Love” 
 

 

 
• AƩend “From Ashes to Glory,” 

 a Virtual Lenten Retreat 
 

• Focus your prayer with the  
“Praying From the Heart” prayer tool 

 
• Meditate on the daily scripture readings with “The 

Word Among Us” 
 

• Pray along with the StaƟons of the Cross 
 

• Take Ɵme to journal your spiritual thoughts 
 

• Join our Women’s Scripture Study, 
“Open Your Heart” 

 
• Download the Hallow App on your smart phone 

 
•  Zoom-in to our Parish Rosary Group 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of 
fasƟng and absƟnence for Catholics. In addiƟon, Fridays 
during Lent are obligatory days of absƟnence.  
 
For members of the LaƟn Catholic Church, the norms 
on fasƟng are obligatory from age 18 unƟl age 59. 
When fasƟng, a person is permiƩed to eat one full 
meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are 
not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning  
absƟnence from meat are binding upon members of 
the LaƟn Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 

https://www.icsjparish.org/lentenlineup
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Ryan Michael Forand  
Baptized Saturday,  February 3 

Alex & Kristen Forand,  
older brother Grant 

Wisdom, Women & Wine Book Club 

 
The next book club is scheduled 

at  
3:30 pm on  

Friday, March 15th 
 

 

The book selected is  
The Silent Pa ent by Alex Michaelides 

 
For more details, please email  

Colleen cm424svdp@gmail.com or  
Martha Martha_60603@yahoo.com  

Charitable Contributions for 2023 
 

Our Parish Office mailed out the 2023 tax statements for 
those families that have made a charitable contribuƟon 
of $250 or more to Immaculate ConcepƟon and  
St. Joseph Parish in the 2023 annual year. You should 
receive the statement this week. If you believe you are 
missing a statement, or have any quesƟons, please  
contact Angela Gore at: agore@icsjparish.org . 
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https://give.archchicago.org/site/SPageNavigator/aca_donation_form_2024.html
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https://www.icsjschool.org/apps/pages/sparkle
https://www.givecentral.org/appeals-form-registration/acp5fb8186e2fedd/user/guest
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school 

https://www.icsjschool.org/
https://www.icsjschool.org/apps/pages/totprogram
https://www.icsjschool.org/
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuniƟes here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD giŌ (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chariƟes, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribuƟon. 

 
If you would like more informaƟon on how to make 
a QCD giŌ to Immaculate ConcepƟon and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one-Ɵme, weekly, or 
monthly donaƟon. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their Ɵme, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/mission
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of February 10– 16 

 
Saturday, February 10 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Stanley Grekowicz 
 
Sunday, February 11 
8am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Adelynn Smurzynski 
 
Sunday, February 11 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the well-being of Sue Pastore 
 
Sunday, February 11 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Bishop Mark Bartosic: 
Francesco Salamone 
 
Monday, February 12 
9am Mass at St. Joseph Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Charles Lopardo 
Vincent Peter Salvo 
 
Wednesday, February 14 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Thomas A. Reynolds Jr. 
 
Friday, February 16 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
John Rowan 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebraƟng the Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful giŌ of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a Ɵme to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a parƟcular intenƟon.  
RequesƟng a Mass intenƟon means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrecƟon be applied for a parƟcular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An intenƟon can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of vocaƟons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single intenƟon is aƩached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
intenƟons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass IntenƟon, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No maƩer where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commiƩed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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https://www.icsjparish.org/mission


CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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