
“Well, we work really hard at it.” I told the grandmother. 
“My staff and parishioners work hard at being a  
welcoming and friendly place where people can feel right 
at home. Like our Taco Fiesta today, we offer a lot of  
hospitality to help folks form relaƟonships and build a 
sense of community. We try to make Mass meaningful for 
folks, with good music and a hopefully a ‘decent’ homily. 
It’s important that when people leave church on Sunday, 
that they are filled with hope that will carry them through 
their week. I think that is how we do it. When you put it 
all together, it seems to work.” 

My conversaƟon with the visiƟng grandmother reminded 
me of how hungry people are for a good experience of 
prayer, community, and church.  

Catholics today will “shop around” to find a parish that 
fits best for them. That never bothered me because I  
always remind myself that we all have the “same Jesus” 
anyway. I totally understand the need for someone to go 
to a church where they feel that they are being spiritually 
fed.  

If you are reading this, thank you for making Immaculate 
ConcepƟon and St. Joseph your spiritual home. Thank you 
for all the Ɵmes you come in-person to pray with us on 
Sunday. Your presence in church is a precious giŌ to me 
and certainly to those siƫng next to you in the pew. 

Thank you to all our extroverts who are not shy about 
extending a warm welcome to others, especially those 
who are visiƟng us and those who are new to our parish. 
Thank you to all who work behind the scenes every  
weekend to make sure our liturgies flow smoothly. Thank 
you to all our volunteers who breathe life into our parish 
that keeps us from being stale and obsolete.  

I think even Jesus would agree that nobody likes a boring 
parish.   

Con nued on the next page 

Fr. Larry’s  
Weekly LeƩer 
#525 

August 6, 2023  |   Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG |  PAGE 1 

“SO, HOW DO YOU DO IT?” 

A woman came up to me aŌer the 11:00 a.m. Mass last 
Sunday and asked, “So, how do you guys do it?”  

She had just aƩended the Mass and was now switching 
gears to witness the bapƟsm for her cute liƩle grandson, 
“Leonardo.” She told me she lives on the south side of 
Chicago and traveled across town for this special day. By 
the joy in her eyes, and the excitement in her voice, I 
knew that she would not miss this day for anything.  

“What do you mean?” I asked her. (I learned in the  
seminary that someƟmes it is good to answer a quesƟon, 
with a quesƟon, when you’re not exactly sure what is  
being asked of you. It buys you a liƩle Ɵme.) 

She answered with, “How do you get all these people to 
come here on Sunday?  I noƟced that you got young  
families with liƩle kids. You got single young adults, and 
you got people my age. Where I come from, we don’t 
have this many people at Mass. How do you guys do it?” 

In the back of my mind, I was glad to know that her first 
impressions about our parish was a posiƟve one. Yet, I 
also sensed that there was something much deeper  
spiritually churning inside her heart. It was obvious that 
she just had a good experience of “church.”   

Spiritual writers oŌen call this an “Ah-ha Moment.” It’s a 
moment when a person experiences a sudden insight or 
discovery. It’s when you are simply inspired by the very 
presence of God. Some folks have described it as having 
their breath taken away because they are overwhelmed 
by wonder and awe. Plus, this epiphany can even have a 
lasƟng effect on them. 
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May our future be filled with many more “Ah-ha  
Moments.”  
 
With all of us, together, we can easily make that happen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOW HIRING! 
Spanish Teacher 

 
Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph School 

363 W. Hill St 
Chicago, IL. 60610 

 
For more informaƟon and a complete  

job descripƟon  
contact our Principal, KaƟe Sullivan at 

ksullivan@icsjschool.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 4 | First Friday Mass and Coffee 
● Join us for coffee aŌer 9am Mass at the St. Joseph Church 
Parish Center 
 
August 12 | Stroke Scan Plus 
● Immaculate ConcepƟon Parish Hall 
 
September 7| Alpha begins! 
● Find out more at www.icsjparish.org/alpha 
 
September 16 | Liturgical Minister Training 
●  Immaculate ConcepƟon Church 
 
September 22 | Wisdom, Women & Wine Book Club 
●  email Colleen cm.424.svdp@gmail.com  
 
November 9th Parish Fundraiser 
● The School House 
 

Look out for more details on all events in our News 
from the Pews!  

https://www.icsjparish.org/alpha


Staff Directory

Inspired by God’s great love, we are called 
to be the face of Jesus in today’s world, welcoming all

to our Family of Families, and walking as disciples
through our works of compassion and mercy.

Immaculate Conception Church
1431 N. North Park Avenue, Chicago, IL 60610

St. Joseph Church
 1107 N. Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60610

Free parking available in church parking lot; 
street parking also available.

Street parking available; free parking available 
across the street at ICSJ School, 363 W. Hill St.

Our Two Places of Worship

Follow ICSJ Parish on Social Media
@icsjparish@ icsjparish  (Parish) @ i.do.at.icsj  (Weddings)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

9:30 a.m. – Immaculate Conception Church 

11:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

Saturday
5:00 p.m. – Immaculate Conception Church

Monday • Wednesday • Friday
9:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

Mass Schedule

Contact Us

Main Office 
1107 N. Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60610 

Main Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (closed Thursday)

North Park Office
1431 N. North Park Ave, Chicago, IL 60610 

North Park Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday 4:00-8:00 p.m., 

Saturday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Parish Office:  312-787-7174  •  Visit Us Online:  www.icsjparish.org

For questions regarding Weddings, Registration, Mass Intentions, Baptisms, Giving, 
volunteering, and other general information, please visit our website or call the Parish Office.

Pastor
Rev. Lawrence Lisowski
pastor@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 5

Senior Priest
Rev. Larry McBrady
312-787-7174

Deacon
Neil Rogers
nrogers@archchicago.org
312-787-7174. ext 6

Business Manager
Nancy Gies
ngies@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 7 

Sacramental Coordinator
Kevin O’Connell
koconnell@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 2

Director of Music
Kate Ryan
kryan@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 9

ICSJ School Co-Principal
Katie Sullivan 
ksullivan@icsjschool.org
312-944-0304, ext. 3 

ICSJ School Co-Principal
Heather Lux 
hlux@icsjschool.org
312-944-0304, ext. 4 

Maintenance Supervisor
Colm Murphy
cmurphy@icsjschool.org
312-787-7174

Parish Coordinator,
Bulletin Editor
Angela Gore
agore@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 1 

Director of Evangelization & Events
Jutta Keenan
jkeenan@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 8 

Assistant to the Pastor
Elly Rodriguez
erodriguez@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 4 

Outreach Ministries Coordinator
Allie Klazura
aklazura@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 3 

Assistant to the Director of Music
Josephine Stracek
jstracek@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174 

Evening/Weekend Receptionist
Sherrine Manning
312-787-7174, ext. 0
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Isla Marie Griffey 
Baptized, Saturday, July 29th 

John and Laura Griffey 

Glenn Michael Halasz & Mary Catherine Bort 
Married Saturday, June 29, 2023 

St. Joseph Church 
Rev. Patrck Mary Briscoe presided  

Isabella Juliet and Rhea Neda Speh 
Baptized, Saturday, July 29th 
Jonathan and Ghienhel Speh 

Leonardo James Coci 
Baptized, Saturday, July 29th 

Daniel and Erica Coci 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeq0fLHh5s7QC7y6TjX96D7S0FhuV2PvSpVKOhZL-aPpZUMQQ/viewform


 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 7 



 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 8 



 

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.ICSJPARISH.ORG    |    PAGE 9 

https://st-mikes.org/religious-education
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https://www.icsjschool.org/apps/pages/totprogram
www.icsjschool.org
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuniƟes here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD giŌ (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chariƟes, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribuƟon. 

 
If you would like more informaƟon on how to make 
a QCD giŌ to Immaculate ConcepƟon and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one-Ɵme, weekly, or 
monthly donaƟon. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their Ɵme, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
https://www.icsjparish.org/get-involved
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Mass Intentions 

week of August 5- 11 
  
Saturday, August 5 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:  
Corky Hyland, 
Robbert L. Berner Jr. 
 
Sunday, August 6 
8am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady:  
Dennis Heller 
 
Sunday, August 6 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:  
Dorothy Myers,  
Dennis Haugh 
 
Sunday, August 6 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Ronald Mailes 
 
Monday, August 7 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Officer Ella French, 
Ed Lisowski Sr. 
 
Wednesday, August 9 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
James Olles 
 
Friday, August 11 
9am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
John Rowan, 
Kevin Rowan  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebraƟng the Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful giŌ of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a Ɵme to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate ConcepƟon and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a parƟcular intenƟon.  
RequesƟng a Mass intenƟon means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrecƟon be applied for a parƟcular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An intenƟon can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of vocaƟons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single intenƟon is aƩached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
intenƟons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass IntenƟon, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-intenƟons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No maƩer where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commiƩed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connecƟon to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions


431800 St Joseph/Immaculate Conception             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

1525 N. Clark St.  312-337-7537
875 N. State St.     312-266-4200

Potash Ace Hardware
312-943-7155

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Mary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.S.

Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S.

Marilla Montero, D.D.S.

S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  P e d i a t r i c  D e n t i s t r y

737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1330
Chicago, IL        (312)262-4317

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

NUTS - CANDY - DRIED FRUIT - SEEDS

Warehouse Store Open To The Public

9:00 AM To 5:00 PM Monday - Friday

Stop By For The Best Selection Anywhere!

773-382-1574

1111 West 40th STREET

STOCKYARDS INDUSTRIAL PARK

Since 1982

We Ship UPS
www.chicagosnuts.com

7300 N. Cicero Ave., Ste. 212
847-329-5122

If Care is what you need, we are here to Help!
We offer live-in and hourly service for elderly.

Dine-In, Take-Out,
and Delivery

312.642.3001
glunztavern.com

1202 N. WELLS STREET, CHICAGO

CALL FOR DELIVERY
312.642.3000 • thehouseofglunz.com

1206 N. WELLS STREET CHICAGO

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

WHY ADVERTISE

Grow in your faith, find a Mass,

and connect with your

Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit  https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.




