
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the best things about a Catholic educa on is our 
ability to incorporate prayer into our everyday life. Our 
students at the Hill Street campus (4th Grade and older) 
a end Mass every week. Our younger students at our 
North Park campus a end Mass about twice a month at 
Immaculate Concep on Church.  
 
The Eucharist that our children receive at a School Mass, 
and also on Sundays with their parents, strengthens their 
faith and affirms the Catholic educa on that they are re-
ceiving in their religion class.  
 
When you think about it, this is the biggest ministry in our 
parish.  
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“LET US PRAY…” 

 
On Wednesday morning, our en re school community 
gathered at St. Joseph’s church for the celebra on of our 
“Opening School Mass” with our faculty and students.  As 
the children came into church, I automa cally no ced 
that many of them got a lot taller and tanner over the 
summer. I could also tell from my conversa ons with 
them that they are happy to be back in school with their 
friends. 

It is always a great experience to have our students from 
our North Park campus walk over and join the students 
from our Hill Street campus for Mass. A moment like this 
reminds me that we are one parish that is made up of a 
“Family of Families.”  
 
At Mass, we also welcomed to our community, our new 
students and new faculty members. We prayed for the 
Holy Spirit to bless and guide us throughout the new 
school year with the gi s of wisdom, peace and grace.  
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IF YOU WANT IT…  
YOU REALLY HAVE TO WORK FOR IT 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
One of the jobs that I had during high school was working 
at the Keystone Pharmacy as a stock boy. This old “mom 
and pop” store was located on the north side of Chicago, 
near Milwaukee Avenue and Pulaski Avenue. This was 
long before Walgreens, CVS and Amazon got big and  
popular. 
 
I was just 16 years old, making about $2.75 an hour. I can 
s ll remember marking the Pampers diaper boxes with a 
“$2.99” sales tag before refilling the empty shelves. Yes, 
that’s how old I am.  
 
When I got my driver’s license, the store owners where 
brave enough to let me deliver prescrip ons to the  
elderly who were homebound. It was a great learning  
experience on how to develop good people skills, and 
how to dodge a big hungry German shepherd who was 
growling at the front door and licking his chops. 
 
One of the best things that my parents did for me growing 
up was ins lling a good work-ethic in me. At an early age I 
knew what it truly took to earn a buck. Even though I was 
privileged to grow up in a middle-class family, there were 
few freebies that came my way. My parents taught me 
that if you want something, you can certainly have it… 
you just have to figure out how you are going to make it 
happen… which meant, just work for it! 
 
This early life lesson gave me a great apprecia on for 
those who labor, especially those who perform everyday, 
menial tasks. I have a great respect for them.   
 
This weekend our na on celebrates the Labor Day  
holiday. Our Catholic Social Teachings reinforce and  
clarify the role and dignity of work, and the rights of 
workers. All people must be recognized for their inherent 
dignity and gi s regardless of the color of their skin, their 
religious beliefs, their place of origin, or orienta on. All  

our God-given gi s need to be shared in order to build up 
the whole, in keeping with God’s plan for all of humanity. 
 
Our Catholic Social Teachings say: “Work is more than a 
way to make a living; it’s a form of con nuing  
par cipa on in God’s crea on. If the dignity of work is to 
be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be 
respected- the right to produc ve work, to decent and 
fair wages, to private property, and to economic  
ini a ves. Workers must always be respected and  
valued.” 
 
Let us take a good look at the work we do every day and 
appreciate the value in it. May we see, all that we do, as 
an expression of using our God-given talents and skills as 
part of God’s plan, and as way of transforming the world. 
 
Let us also hold in our prayer those who are unemployed 
and struggling to find work. May they know our support in 
their me of difficulty.  
 

WANT TO SHARE WHAT REALLY MATTERS? 
 

It is amazing how many ways we can share informa on 
about ourself with others through social media. We can 
post our vaca on pictures on Facebook so that our family 
and friends can enjoy the places we’re able to visit. We 
can tweet to others to let them know if we are having a 
good or bad day. If we are really bored, we can grab our 
phone and text our friends in seconds to connect with 
them. It seems that even if we spit or sneeze there is a 
chance that it might end up in a Tik Tok video. 
 
But, how much of the stuff that is posted on social media 
is about what really ma ers? Do we live in a culture 
where we feel safe sharing our thoughts and feelings on a 
deeper level? Are we reluctant to do this nowadays  
because it might come back to hurt or embarrass us? 
 
One of the best benefits of our Alpha program is that you 
can enter into a safe and neutral space where you will not 
be judged. You can have a healthy conversa on with  
others about what really ma ers in your life.  
 
Our next Alpha program begins this month. Sessions will 
be held on Thursday nights, star ng September 7th  at 
Immaculate Concep on Church, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:15 
p.m. 

Con nued on the next page 
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We are all familiar with the saying, “to bear the weight 
of the world on our shoulders.” We have all felt this at 

mes in our lives. Perhaps it is the pressure that we put 
on ourselves, or perhaps it is the pressure we perceive 
others put on us. Our commitments, our  
responsibili es, our expecta ons, our desires. 
 
As we reflect on the Gospel message today, I cannot  
image the pressure that St. Peter was feeling. One 
week ago, Our Lord offered him the keys to the  
kingdom and told him that “upon this rock I will build 
my church.” Today, Peter receives a very sharp rebuke, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.” 
The weight of the world on Peter’s  
shoulders. 
 
The readings today remind us that responding to God’s 
call is not easy. So, what can we do? We can focus on 
the three things that Jesus asked of Peter and the other 
disciples, “deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow 
me.” Denying ourselves means doing our best to  
remove any self-imposed pressure and ask Jesus to 
come into our hearts, to give us an ever-greater desire 
to be his true disciple. Carrying the cross with Jesus can 
be challenging. We bear the weight on our shoulders 
by giving of ourselves fully, focusing on the needs of 
others and not ourselves. And following Jesus means 
that we should live our lives through Jesus'  
commandment of love.  
 
I wish everyone a very happy, safe, and blessed  
Labor Day Weekend. A me where we remember the 
men and women that fought for the rights of  
workers in the labor movement of the late 19th  
century, and how their efforts contributed to the  
development and achievements of our great country. 
May this me of rest, reflec on, and relaxa on also 
draw us into a closer rela onship with Jesus, who  
invites us to place the weight of our burdens on his 
shoulders.   

 

Those who have already par cipated in the Alpha  
program have found it to be a posi ve experience to be 
able to reflect upon their faith and have the ability to 
share it with others. They have felt supported and in-
spired. They have felt that it has truly helped them to 
deepen their faith, come closer to God, and feel more 
engaged in the life of our community. 
 
So, let me ask you; are you red of living life “just on the 
surface?” Are you looking for a place to talk about what 
really ma ers? Definitely check out our ALPHA program. 
You will learn a lot more about yourself, and life, than you 
will surfing through mindless YouTube videos!  
 
More details are included in today’s bulle n. Or for more 
informa on, email Ju a Keenan at:  
Jkeenan@icsjparish.org.   

https://www.icsjparish.org/reviews


Staff Directory

Inspired by God’s great love, we are called 
to be the face of Jesus in today’s world, welcoming all

to our Family of Families, and walking as disciples
through our works of compassion and mercy.

Immaculate Conception Church
1431 N. North Park Avenue, Chicago, IL 60610

St. Joseph Church
 1107 N. Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60610

Free parking available in church parking lot; 
street parking also available.

Street parking available; free parking available 
across the street at ICSJ School, 363 W. Hill St.

Our Two Places of Worship

Follow ICSJ Parish on Social Media
@icsjparish@ icsjparish  (Parish) @ i.do.at.icsj  (Weddings)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

9:30 a.m. – Immaculate Conception Church 

11:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

Saturday
5:00 p.m. – Immaculate Conception Church

Monday • Wednesday • Friday
9:00 a.m. – St. Joseph Church

Mass Schedule

Contact Us

Main Office 
1107 N. Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60610 

Main Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (closed Thursday)

North Park Office
1431 N. North Park Ave, Chicago, IL 60610 

North Park Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday 4:00-8:00 p.m., 

Saturday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Parish Office:  312-787-7174  •  Visit Us Online:  www.icsjparish.org

For questions regarding Weddings, Registration, Mass Intentions, Baptisms, Giving, 
volunteering, and other general information, please visit our website or call the Parish Office.

Pastor
Rev. Lawrence Lisowski
pastor@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 5

Senior Priest
Rev. Larry McBrady
312-787-7174

Deacon
Neil Rogers
nrogers@archchicago.org
312-787-7174. ext 6

Business Manager
Nancy Gies
ngies@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 7 

Sacramental Coordinator
Kevin O’Connell
koconnell@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 2

Director of Music
Kate Ryan
kryan@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 9

ICSJ School Co-Principal
Katie Sullivan 
ksullivan@icsjschool.org
312-944-0304, ext. 3 

ICSJ School Co-Principal
Heather Lux 
hlux@icsjschool.org
312-944-0304, ext. 4 

Maintenance Supervisor
Colm Murphy
cmurphy@icsjschool.org
312-787-7174

Parish Coordinator,
Bulletin Editor
Angela Gore
agore@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 1 

Director of Evangelization & Events
Jutta Keenan
jkeenan@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 8 

Assistant to the Pastor
Elly Rodriguez
erodriguez@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 4 

Outreach Ministries Coordinator
Allie Klazura
aklazura@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174, ext. 3 

Assistant to the Director of Music
Josephine Stracek
jstracek@icsjparish.org
312-787-7174 

Evening/Weekend Receptionist
Sherrine Manning
312-787-7174, ext. 0
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https://www.icsjparish.org/tunes
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Charles ‘Parker’ Bell & Lauren Rooney 
Married Friday, August 25th 

Rev. Jack Clair Presided 
St. Joseph Church 

Ryan Shepard & Casey Miller  
Married Saturday, August 26th 
Rev Lawrence Lisowski Presided 

St. Joseph Church 

https://pvm.archchicago.org/events/golden-wedding
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September 7| Alpha begins! 
● Find out more at www.icsjparish.org/alpha 
 
September 10 | Tunes on a Sunday A ernoon 
●  St. Joseph  church at 2pm 
 
September 16 | Liturgical Minister Training 
●  Immaculate Concep on Church 
 
September 18 | KnitWits 
● 10am-1pm at St. Joseph lower level 
 
September 22 | Wisdom, Women & Wine Book Club 
●  email Colleen cm.424.svdp@gmail.com  
 
September 24 | Young Adults Brunch  

 a er 11AM Mass at Happy Camper  
 
October 14 and 15 | Open House Chicago  
●  St. Joseph Church Architectural Tours 
 
UPDATED DATE  - November 16 | Parish Fundraiser 
● The School House 

 

 
Look out for more details on 

all events in our  
News from the Pews!  

Rite of Christian Initiation  
for Adults (RCIA)  

 
Are you not Catholic but…  

 
Feeling called to a deeper faith? 

Looking for a place to ... 
belong, pray, share, serve and grow? 

Curious about the Catholic faith? 
Ready to receive the sacraments, 

 and become Catholic? 
 

These are all great reasons to explore RCIA. Let’s start 
the conversa on!  The new season begins in  

September. Your journey begins HERE!   
Contact Kevin, koconnell@icsjparish.org  

 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to announce that historic  
St. Joseph Church has again been selected to  
par cipate in the Open House Chicago event on 
October 14 and 15 this year.  If you would like to 
volunteer to help guide visitors on either day, 
please contact Joan Moore at jbem28@msn.com.  
 
This is a very special event that will feature an  
organ recital on our historic 1892 Hutchings Organ 
on Sunday a ernoon, October 15 at 2 pm as an 
added bonus for us and our visitors  

https://www.icsjparish.org/alpha
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https://www.icsjparish.org/alpha
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https://st-mikes.org/religious-education
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www.icsjschool.org
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Get Involved 
 

Check out all the opportuni es here at ICSJ parish, 
click HERE.  Or let’s set up a coffee so we can get to 
know each other, your talents and strengths and 
where they might be used best here at ICSJ. Contact 
Elly Rodriguez at erodriguez@icsjparish.org or  
(312)787-7174 ext 4. 

Have you considered a 
Qualified Charitable  
Distribution (QCD)? 

 
A QCD gi  (a.k.a. IRA charitable rollover) allows  
individuals age 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer of funds 
from their IRA to qualified chari es, tax-free. This 
way of giving does not generate taxable income, 
which may lower your annual income level. If you 
are age 72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
count towards your required minimum distribu on. 

 
If you would like more informa on on how to make 
a QCD gi  to Immaculate Concep on and  
St. Joseph Parish please contact: Nancy Gies at 
ngies@icsjparish.org or (312) 787-7174 ext 7. 

Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco-friendly and cost-saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one- me, weekly, or 
monthly dona on. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their me, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.icsjparish.org/get-involved
https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of September 2-8 
  
 

Saturday, September 2 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: John Rowan 
 
Sunday, September 3 
8am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: Dennis Heller 
 
Sunday, September 3 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with 
Fr. Larry Lisowski: John Spadora 
 
Sunday, September 3 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry McBrady:  John Rowan 
 
Monday, September 4 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski : 
Ed and Lorraine Lisowski 
 
Wednesday, September 6 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski:  Mark Alles 
 
Friday, September 8 
9am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
 For the parishioners of our ICSJ parish  
community 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass-inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787-7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the-prayer-connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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1525 N. Clark St.  312-337-7537
875 N. State St.     312-266-4200

Potash Ace Hardware
312-943-7155

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Mary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.S.

Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S.

Marilla Montero, D.D.S.

S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  P e d i a t r i c  D e n t i s t r y

737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1330
Chicago, IL        (312)262-4317

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

NUTS - CANDY - DRIED FRUIT - SEEDS

Warehouse Store Open To The Public

9:00 AM To 5:00 PM Monday - Friday

Stop By For The Best Selection Anywhere!

773-382-1574

1111 West 40th STREET

STOCKYARDS INDUSTRIAL PARK

Since 1982

We Ship UPS
www.chicagosnuts.com

7300 N. Cicero Ave., Ste. 212
847-329-5122

If Care is what you need, we are here to Help!
We offer live-in and hourly service for elderly.

Dine-In, Take-Out,
and Delivery

312.642.3001
glunztavern.com

1202 N. WELLS STREET, CHICAGO

CALL FOR DELIVERY
312.642.3000 • thehouseofglunz.com

1206 N. WELLS STREET CHICAGO

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

WHY ADVERTISE

Grow in your faith, find a Mass,

and connect with your

Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit  https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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ad
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be in
this

space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.




